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Lunar New Year Around the World
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oasting more than 60 separate events, Sydney
is host to the largest Lunar New Year celebra-
tion outside of Asia. In recognition of the city’s
diverse Asian heritage, there will also be events
from Korea, Vietnam and other countries that celebrate
the Lunar New Year. Event highlights include a pho-
tography display from Taiwan sponsored by the Taipei
Economic and Cultural Office in Sydney and an acrobatic
performance by a troupe of performers from Chongqing,
China. And with celebrity chef Kylie Kwong on the board
of organizers, there’s sure to be an ample of supply of au-
thentic Asian cuisine.
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San Francisco can trace its New Year parade all the way back
to 1860, making it by far the oldest overseas parade. This year
the Chinese Chamber of Commerce is organizing a number
of free events, including a flower fair and a basketball jam-
boree to complement the usual offerings of dragon dances
and food stands. On Saturday night women from across the
US will compete to land the crown of Miss Chinatown, won
last year by 22-year-old University of Texas graduate student
Cindy Wu.
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With six Chinatowns and over 600,000 ethnic Chinese, it will
come as no surprise to learn that Lunar New Year is a big deal
in New York City. Lion dances and Peking Opera performances
have been taking place throughout the month, but the big-
gest parade will take place this Sunday. Starting on Canal
Street at 11am, floats, musicians, acrobats and assorted extras
will wind their way through Chinatown. Over 5,000 people
are expected to take part in the parade with thousands more
turning out to watch.
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