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British pub fights get safer with new design glasses
FsK A ] S R AR o VP Y 12 ] 5155

runken pub fights in Britain are set to get safer
Dwith the invention of a strengthened beer glass that

health authorities hope will cut the huge bill for treat-
ing people involved in drunken brawls.

The traditional pint glass — which holds just over half a
liter of beer and is favoured by drinkers across Britain — has
been redesigned so it is harder to smash, said Design Bridge,
the company behind two prototypes.

And even if the new models are smashed, the dangerous
shards of glass are held together by a layer of resin, said the
company at a launch event last week.

For British Home Secretary Minister Alan Johnson, the
minister with overall responsibility for the curbing crime in
the UK, the glass is half full. He praised the new models
and said the properties of the current pint glass are to blame
for much of the country’s alcohol-related violence.

Alcohol-related injuries cost British health authorities an
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1. brawl /brl/ n.
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estimated £2.7 billion (US$4.3 billion, NT$135.7 billion) annu-
ally, and official figures put the number of glass attacks each
year at around 87,000.

Talks are under way with pub chains about trying out
the glasses and it is hoped a pilot scheme will be launched
within a year. (AFP)
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Bl: Mike was involved in a brawl outside a nightclub last night.
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2.shard /fard/ n.
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Bl: Shards of metal flew through the air, injuring bystanders.
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3. pilot /patlet/ adj.
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Bl: The service is being cancelled following an unsuccessful pilot scheme.
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British Home Secretary Alan Johnson unveils the world’s first proto-
type unbreakable pint glass in central London, on Feb. 4, 2010.
PHOTO: AP
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the glass is half full
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The question “Is the glass half full or half empty?” is used to show that a situa-
tion can be perceived optimistically or negatively. According to the article, the glass

glasses.

is half full for Alan Johnson, meaning he is optimistic about the new unbreakable

[s the glass half full or half empty? ) SESERIQARET @ B—I1ER DRI LERXE

BHRE RS -
TMEBRGRBRR -

X iEE!

i - @ARFAA Mthe glass is half full ) » RRfESEEST




