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British farmer who built a castle and then kept it hid-
den behind straw bales for four years while he lived

there was told to demolish it because he had not
received planning permission.

Robert Fidler, 60, spent two years building his dream
home — complete with cannon, ramparts and stained glass
— in Redhill, Surrey, south of London before moving in with
his wife and eight-year-old son.

But he had not been given the green light for construc-
tion by local officials and has been left grasping at straws
as he considers a legal appeal.

Fidler thought he could exploit a legal loophole allowing
some residents to avoid planning controls if their property
was constructed more than four years ago and he kept the
property secret from 2002, when it was finished, to 2006.

Judge Thayne Forbes at the High Court in London ruled
this did not apply in his case, though, after several years of
legal wrangling.

“Mr Fidler made it quite clear that the construction of
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Council: Fidler’s secret castle must be destroyed
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his house was undertaken in a clandestine fashion, using
a shield of straw bales around it and tarpaulins or plastic
sheeting over the top in order to hide its presence during
construction,” the judge said.

Fidler's lawyer Pritpal Singh Swarn said his client was con-
sidering an appeal.

“Mr Fidler is obviously disappointed and will almost cer-
tainly want to appeal bearing in mind what he stands to
lose, which is the house that he has built,” Swarn said.
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1. exploit /iks'splbit/ v.
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Robert Fidler stands outside his home at Salfords, England, on Feb. 3,
2010. PHOTO: AP
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grasping at straws
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Bl: We are hoping to exploit new opportunities in South America.
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2. wrangle /rengl/ v.

(ROSRHY) % (chang2 shi2 jian1 de5 zhengl bian4)
Bl: The builders have been wrangling for months over their fees.
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3. clandestine /klen’dsstin/ adj.

FECPHEZEHY (an4 zhong1 cong? shi4 de5)

Bl: The clandestine meetings took place in a disused cigarette factory.
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If you are grasping at straws you are so desperate to succeed at something that
you are prepared to try methods that are unlikely to work.

Example: “Will thinks he still has a chance with Selina, but | think he’s grasping at
straws.”

WERRIR Tgrasp at straws] @ FRIRAST —UIENES @ PFICUERT1THVEED
FERER -

pIal - [ HBEBROREMIEEEHE - BRESMERBEIENSDIL] -

15




