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Russian drinks

companyplans St3|jn soft drinks
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1.tyrant /‘tarant/ n.

28 (bao4 junl)

Bl: James' father was a tyrant who demanded perfection from his children.
(BETIHRESER - EXRMEMHBSESETE )

P N he face of Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin
. will adorn bottles of a soft drink to go

on sale next month in Russia, the Kom-
somolskaya Pravda newspaper reported.

The Stalin drinks are part of a special
batch of beverages being released to mark
the 67th anniversary of the Soviet victory
in the World War Il battle of Stalingrad, the
daily said, citing the company producing
them.

The Pivovar beverage plant in Volgograd,
as Stalingrad is now called, will make a lim-
ited quantity of the Stalin lemon-flavoured
fizzy drink, alongside two other drinks fea-
turing portraits of famed Soviet World War
[l commanders.

The head of the beverage plant said he
saw nothing wrong with the Stalin drinks,
but the decision is sure to ruffle the feath-
ers of some Russians. Historians describe
Stalin as a ruthless tyrant responsible for
the deaths of millions of innocent people.

“I don't think there’s anything bad here.
All three military commanders were signif-
icant historical figures. And each of their
names is closely tied with Volgograd,” Piv-
ovar chief Boris Izgarshev said.

“| think there will be demand for this soft
drink,” he added, quoted by Komsomolskaya
Pravda.

In a photograph of the Stalin bottle that
the newspaper put on its Web site, the
mustachioed leader is shown on a red
label with the slogans “1943 — Stalingrad
— Victory” and “Our way is right — we are
the victors.”

Stalin, who died in 1953, sent millions of
people into the brutal Gulag prison system
and launched a disastrous campaign to col-
lectivize agriculture that sparked a massive
famine.

He is still admired by many Russians,
however, largely due to his role in lead-
ing the Soviet Union to victory against Nazi
Germany.

The two World War Il commanders who
will be featured on Pivovar's bottles along-
side Stalin are Georgy Zhukov and Konstan-
tin Rokossovsky, both of whom played major
roles in the Soviet war effort.

Hundreds of thousands of soldiers on both

sides died in the battle of Stalingrad, which
ended on Feb. 2, 1943 after five months of
vicious urban warfare. The battle is seen as a
key turning point of World War II. (AFP)
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A Russian Communist Party supporter shouts a slo-
gan as she holds a picture of late Soviet dictator
Josef Stalin during an anti-government rally in cen-
tral Moscow on Jan. 23, 2010. PHOTO: AFP
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ruffle the feathers

BEREA

You ruffle somebody’s feathers if you irritate or annoy them. According to the article,
the new drink might ruffle the feathers of some Russians.
Example: “She wasn't invited to the party, and I'm pretty sure it ruffled her feathers.”

2. mustachioed /ma’steftod/ adj.

BAN\FEDY (you3 da4d bal zi4 hu2 de5)

#l: A mustachioed man was spotted stealing milk from the grocery store.
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3.famine /fammn/ n. BIRD : THRESHSINRYE - HEERM— SRR -
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#l: Some old people can still remember the famine.
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