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Animated debate: Avatar slammed as a rip off

recently won the award for best drama at the Golden

Globes, has now surpassed Titanic as the top-grossing
film of all time with takings of US$1.859 billion (NT$59.6
billion).

However, finicky moviegoers have made fun of Avatar
saying that it is a big copy of other stories. Apart from having
a story, characters and names almost the same as those in
the World of Noon, or Noon Universe written by Russian fan-
tasy writers Arkady and Boris Strugatsky, moviegoers have
also said that Avatar shares similarities with the animated
films Delgo, Pocahontas, Castle in the Sky and the video game
World of Warcraft.

Overall, the script of Avatar resembles Pocahontas the
most. Both stories involve a white male protagonist who falls
in love with an indigenous heroine while his people mine
the lands of the indigenous people for minerals and gold.
In response to questions about the similarities between his
movie and Pocahontas, director James Cameron said that
everyone has their own opinions and way of seeing things.

The other film that Avatar shares similarities with is the
animated movie Delgo, a film that has not yet been released
here in Taiwan. Delgo was released in December 2008 in the
US, a whole year earlier than Avatar. Delgo features a heroine
with super fighting skills, flying animals and set design that
bears a striking resemblance to Avatar. Many Internet users
pointed out the similarities between the two films last year
when the trailer for Avatar was released. Delgo only managed
to gross a mere US$510,000, equivalent to approximately
NT$16.32 million, but it gained quite a deal of notoriety as a

J ames Cameron’s 3D science fiction epic Avatar, which

Bu] FLiE e Jevh R

result of discussion by movie fans on the Internet.

In terms of set layout, Avatar features a mountain range
that floats in the sky, which is a direct copy of Castle in the
Sky by Japanese filmaker Hayao Miyazaki. Cameron said that
he did not refer to Castle in the Sky and that he drew his in-
spiration from photos that his crew took at Huangshan and
Jiuzhaigou in China.

It has also been pointed out that Avatar has borrowed
many elements from the video game World of Warcraft. Many
of the relationships that exist between animals, hunters and
monsters in Avatar are almost exactly the same as those in
World of Warcraft, with the lines used by characters in both
World of Warcraft and Avatar when they slay animals even
being the same. World of Warcraft and Avatar both feature a
tree of life. In response to questions about these similarities,
Cameron would only say that he had never heard of World
of Warcratt.

Cameron has denied borrowing elements from the works
of others and has only admitted that he referred to Romeo
and Juliet for the love element of his story. The debate over
Avatar goes to show that box-office hits can be a source of
controversy and discussion.
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Top left: The cover of popular video game World of Warcraft.
PHOTO: TSAO MING-CHENG, LIBERTY TIMES

Top right: A pre-release advertisement for the movie Avatar.
PHOTO COURTESY OF FOX MOVIES
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