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erman students make the grade at Hualien High School
el AR f i s

could be found at the freshman class at Tzu Chi Senior

High School in Hualian City. Before classes ended a
few days ago, they prepared to transfer to a school in Taipei.
The trio knew no Chinese at all, but now they understand
simple dialogue and have Chinese names. They have also
taken calligraphy classes, and studied the tea ceremony and
marital arts.

Valentin Julian Harder, Lydia Hannawald and Synthia Ju-
lia Bastron came to Taiwan to study the first year at the
Tzu Chi Senior High School in September last year through
the AYUSA Global Youth Exchange. To help the trio learn
Chinese, they were put in three different classes. Because
they understood no Chinese when they came and so were
unable to understand the curriculum, the school arranged
Chinese language classes for them in the school’s language
center in the mornings. In the afternoons, they returned
to their respective classes together with their Taiwanese
classmates.

At first, they could not get used to Taiwan's school cul-
ture. Synthia said she had never “spent so much time” at
school. In Germany, classes begin at 9am and they go home
at 1pm. They can even go home for lunch. Taiwanese stu-

This school term, three German exchange students

TODAY'S WORDS

SHEF

1. curriculum /ka'rikjslam/ n.

FR12 (ked cheng)

il: The school has dropped Spanish from its curriculum.
(FBRTERHEIEII A SHEFRIZDMIBR <)

2. respective /r'spektv/ adj.

D BIBY (fen1 bie2 de5)

Bi: Will and | met our respective wives and drove home.
FHABFEDBIRESHAKNNMEBERHEOR <)

3. mnemonic /ni‘manik/ n.

BDECTISR (zhu4 ji4 fu2 hao4) * BCIBTIIE (ji4 yid fang1 fa3)
Bl: Mnemonics can be very useful study aids.
(BRI SREIFEBNNHBBE )

dents, on the other hand, spend more than eight hours at
school every day. In addition, they never ask questions in
class, and the teacher does all the talking. The three thought
all this was strange, but because they couldn’t make
head nor tail of Chinese, they were only able to speak up
in English class.

Apart from studying language at the Tzu Chi High School,
their favorite was Chinese gongfu at the martial arts club,
learning the “mabu” or horse stance position, boxing and
swordplay. Lydia drew her classes and wrote down the
names of her classmates to help as a mnemonic aid. They
also attended flower arrangement, tea ceremony and handi-
craft classes. (LIBERTY TIMES, TRANSLATED BY PERRY SVENSSON)

U BREHBRE P ELHBE=—SRARRBEEAT—F
7O\ E - JRIRIERBRE - RBI SIS PIME - = AR
PYiEERERE  ESCHEREBEYE PXS 228
A~ FREREN -

{SEIEESRHEEE (Valentin Julian Harder) - E£5 (Lydia
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Top left: Lydia Hannawald, left, and Synthia Julia Bastrom make art
out of used straws at the Tzu Chi Senior High School in this picture
taken on Jan. 18.

Top right: One of Lydia’s drawings from the gongfu class has the
names of some of her class mates written on it in this picture taken
on Jan. 18. PHOTOS: HUA MENG-CHING, LIBERTY TIMES
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LANGUAGE POINT

EZR

can’'t make head nor tail of

You can’t make head nor tail of something if you don't understand it. According
to the article, the German students couldn’t make head nor tail of the classes taught

in Chinese.
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