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Hotel quilt ongami a dying art
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n the olden days in the red-light zone of Taipei City’s

Wanhua District, a special art form evolved. Instead of

spreading quilts on hotel beds, housekeepers would
fold them into different shapes, as waiters do with napkins.
64-year-old Ho Hsin-i, known to her friends as Ho Hsien-
ku after the Taoist deity, is perhaps the only remaining
person who has fully mastered the art of quilt folding. Ho
has invented 42 different ways of folding quilts, including
morning glory flowers, pretty girl's legs and swans, which
she can make in 20 seconds or less. These are known as the
“42 techniques of Wanhua.”

Ho, who has been working in hotel service for more than
30 years, once worked as a bus conductress. She also ap-
plied to a record company to be singer. At the audition, she
did better than Chen Fen-lan, who went on to be a star. She
once took part in a quilt-folding contest laid on by a big
hotel, winning the title of champion quilt folder by setting
a record with her 42 different folding styles.

Today’s new-style hotels usually have their bedspreads
neatly laid out flat on the bed, which looks tidy but lacks
variety. Ho says that in the old days hotel owners required
housekeepers to know how to fold quilts. “You didn’t just
have to be quick and clean, you had to make them look
pretty, too,” she says.

Ho says the first hotel she worked in had three floors with
a dozen or more rooms on each floor. As she remembers,
there was an elderly cleaning lady who taught her one way
of folding the bedcovers, but she thought that it would
be a bit monotonous if the quilts in every room were all
folded in the same way. So, by gradual trial and error,
she developed more and more bedspread techniques.

Ho says that there is no fixed quilt style for each room.
“It all depends on how [ feel,” she says. Some quilts come
out looking like sushi rice balls, some like bamboo shoots
and some like flowers. Different people prefer different
styles. One of the designs is round and contains the shape
of a pretty girl’s nice legs. It also looks a bit like a woman'’s
private parts. Apparently this used to be the favorite style
for guests who were looking for a bit of pleasure. Laying
their heads in the folded quilt, they could let their dreams
run wild.

Ho says thick quilts are better because then the folded
shapes will stand up firm and pretty. Some guests think it
would be a pity to unfold their quilts, so they go to sleep
hugging them instead, she says.

For anyone who wants to learn the full set of folding
styles, there is no secret book to refer to, because all the
steps are stored in Ho’s own mind. She admits that, now
she’s getting older, she is beginning to forget quite a lot
of the styles.

Over the years, fewer and fewer people have kept up
this unusual skill. Ho is loath to see it disappear entirely.
The owner of the Gushanyuan Hotel, where she works,
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Hotel in Taipei City’s Wanhua District on Jan. 1.
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has it in mind to find an illustrator to make step-by-step
drawings of all her moves and publish it as a “Quilt Folder’s
Guidebook” with CD included. In future the plan is to offer
lessons and invite bed-and-breakfast owners to learn the
techniques, so that this gem of plebeian culture can be
preserved. (LIBERTY TIMES, TRANSLATED BY JULIAN CLEGG)
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Bl: Martha still has an old patchwork quilt her grandmother made for her.
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Bl: Working in the call center was monotonous, soul-destroying work.
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A quilt folded to look like a triangular rice snack, left, and a quilt folded to look like a crane, right, are pictured in rooms at the Gu-shanyuan
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Trial and error is a method of solving a problem by experimenting with different
approaches until you find the solution that works.

algebra homework.”

Example: “Many students use trial and error to figure out the answers to their
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Bl | was loath to give Dan a key to the storeroom, but he insisted on it.
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