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for sons rather than daughters is changing amid
new social trends, according to a survey cited by
experts.

Researchers asked couples expecting a child whether
they wanted a daughter or a son. Some 38 percent of ex-
pectant mothers said they wanted a daughter, 31 percent
wanted a son with the remainder sitting on the fence.

Among fathers-to-be, 37 percent wanted a daughter and
29 percent a son while the remainder had no preference.

Researchers surveyed 2,078 households before the moth-
ers gave birth from April to July 2008.

They said it marked the first time in South Korea, formerly
a strongly patriarchal society, that a preference for baby
girls over boys was confirmed in a nationwide survey.

“Sons’ roles as a means to continue family bloodlines and
to support ageing parents are considered less and less valu-
able,” Lee Jeong-Rim, a researcher with the Korea Institute
of Childcare and Education, told AFP.

She said there was a growing trend for old people to
rely on previously unavailable social safety networks rather
than moving in with a son.

B long-standing preference among South Koreans

eans now prefer daughters over soi
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“Many parents prefer a baby girl to a baby boy as they
believe a daughter will bring them greater happiness and
family unity than a son,” said Lee, who led the 2008
survey.

Other statistics also reflect the declining preference for
baby boys.

The ratio of baby boys to girls peaked at 116.5 to 100
in 1990, apparently indicating that female foetuses were
aborted.

The ratio has since been falling steadily to 106.4 boys for
every 100 girls in 2008, which falls within the international
average of 103-107. (AFP)
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South Korean children smile with tumblers during a year-end cam-
paign to raise funds for the poor in Seoul on Dec. 15, 2009. PHOTO: AFP
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1.long-standing /‘Ion'stendi/  adj.
RALIRBY (chang2 jiu2 yi3 lai2 de5)

Bl: Ernie is keen to end his long-standing dispute with his neighbors.

(B RLRRNMEEETEEANDH )

2. nationwide /'nefon,ward/ adj.
ZBTHY (quan2 guo2 xing4 des)

#l: The union is planning a nationwide strike unless its demands are met.

EERMEEN » ZISRBE—HEEEETTE )

3.unity /junaty n.
BS (tuan2 jie2)

BI: The players had a new sense of unity following the team meeting.
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WRREA Tsit on the fence
NOPRE) » —ABPERQLERERIRISEEEER
[BIBERE S » SRIEPUT2RGCHEIERAR,] -

sit on the fence
SR NRE » DT EE

Somebody sits on the fence if they don’t make a clear choice between two dis-
tinct options. In the article, a large number of parents-to-be sat on the fence when
asked their preference for a baby boy or girl.

Example: “Stop sitting on the fence and tell us which candidate you'll vote for.”

' IERMMEFSR IS BEMEZRIERINERETIRE - &
BB BRNBEALZ—RIE -




