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Year, everyone in Taipei talks

about going to the New Year's
market. In Taipei, that means Dihua
Street Section One. Every year until
New Year's Eve, the 880m along Dihua
Street is crammed with hundreds of
stands, and at every stand you can
taste treats like dried squid strips, pis-
tachio nuts, and candy for free. If you
want to get an idea of what new fla-
vors there are going to be this year,
then Dihua Street should be at the top
of your must-see list.

In recent years, the Taipei City Gov-
ernment has expanded the New Year
Market to the neighboring business
district, including Huayin Street and
the Ningxia Night Market. More than
a million people visit the New Year’s
market every year, and businesses turn
over tens of millions of Taiwan dollars.

However, apart from buying goods
from many different places, it is also
worth paying attention to the old
buildings along Dihua Street. Taipei
City's Department of Culture says most
of the buildings have been deliber-
ately maintained, making it the best
preserved old Taipei street. During
the Japanese era, business here was
focused on miscellaneous goods and
teahouses. Later on, rice, cloth and
Chinese medicine businesses gradu-
ally moved in.

There are more than 70 old tradi-
tional buildings along Dihua Street to
look at. Four different types have been
kept to show the characteristic styles

E very year before the Lunar New

of buildings from different periods.

According to the Department of
Culture, the first type is Minnan style
buildings. The main characteristics
of these buildings are that they are
mainly one-story buildings with tile
covered inclined roofs and wooden
doors and windows.

The second type is the foreign style
building which usually have two floors,
a low wall in front, arched windows
and stone balustrades.

The third type is the baroque-style
building with three-dimensional reliefs
and floral patterns on the fascia.

The fourth type is the modern build-
ing with a clear and simple exterior that
emphasizes the balance between lines
and proportions. These are distributed
along the whole street, and this is the
most common of the four types.

When you are finished looking at
the buildings, you can go to pray at
the Hsiahai City God Temple at Dadao-
cheng. This temple has been ap-
pointed a third class historical site. It is
enveloped in incense smoke through-
out the year, and in recent years the
most popular part for visitors has been
the matchmaker god in the temple
who tries to spin the yarn between
single men and women. This has given
the Hsiahai City God Temple a reputa-
tion as a place where the matchmaker
god makes his matches. As a result,
the temple attracts many people from
near and far who come here to make
their wishes or redeem their promises.

(LIBERTY TIMES, TRANSLATED BY PERRY SVENSSON)
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Above: A baroque-style building on Dihua Street with floral patterns and three-dimensional reliefs on
the fascia is seen in this picture taken on Jan 2.

Right: Most buildings along Dihua Street have been deliberately saved, making the street the best
preserved old Taipei street. PHOTOS: LIN HSIU-TZU, LIBERTY TIMES
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