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Male cleaner fish bag the best part of meal
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mong some cleaner fish species, it appears that it
Ais the males who are more devious than the fe-

males, a researcher at the University of Neuchatel
in Switzerland has found.

By protecting their clients from being bitten by over-
zealous female cleaner fish, the males bag some tasty
dessert for themselves.

The cleaner fish Labroides dimidiatus, which measures
about 10cm, feeds on parasites found on larger fish.

But the females can sometimes upset the apple-
cart by being too greedy and “bite the flesh of the fish
they are cleaning in a bid to get to the mucus, which is
more tasty than the parasites on the surface,” researcher
Redouan Bshary found.

The male fish, which are bigger in size, would then
step in to chase the females away.

By protecting the fish they are cleaning from being
bitten by the female cleaners, the male cleaners keep the
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1.devious /‘divies/ adj.
HRFEBY (qi1 zha4 deb)

Bl: Nelson's colleagues thought he was devious and didn't trust him to deal

with sensitive projects.
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2.overzealous /ova'zelas/ adj
BEREIR (quo4 du4 ji1 dong4 de5)

fil: The security guards were employed to stop overzealous fans getting on

stage.
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3.incur /mn’ks/ v.
B (zhao zhi4)

Bl lan incurred huge debt on his round the world trip.
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client from leaving the cleaning station.

Fearful of incurring the wrath of the males again, the
females also no longer dare to go near the mucus.

After the cleaning is done on the surface, the males
can then move on to the mucus for dessert, without hav-
ing to share it with the females.

The male fish is therefore the “main winner,” said the
researcher, whose findings are published in the journal
Science. (AFP)
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A cleaner fish swims out of the mouth of a green moray at the
tropical aquarium of the Hagenbeck Zoo in Hamburg, on Dec. 29,
2009. PHOTO: REUTERS
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upset the applecart
BRLETE - RSB

If you upset the applecart, you ruin someone’s plans or spoil a good
thing. In the article, the female fish upset the applecart by being too ag-
gressive in their feeding habits.

Example: “Pauline upset the applecart when she suggested it was time to
put an end to paid overtime.”

WRERMR Nupset the applecart] @ BRSMMER T EABETE - NEEHE S —
BI5RE - CXDiRE  BRRERBIBBRAZIMBIESIS -
BIa0 = FEWMRER CBIINE - IRIT ARG E] -




