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Family sues for "brain-in-bag" funeral home blunder
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family in New Mexico are suing a funeral
Ahome after their grandmother’s brain

was sent to them in a bag of personal
belongings following the woman'’s death, it
was reported recently.

The Albuquerque Journal reported that the
grisly discovery was made after family mem-
bers noticed a “foul odor” coming from a bag
sent to them by the DeVargas Funeral Home
and Crematory in Espanola Valley.

The allegation was contained in a law-
suit filed on behalf of four family members
in a District Court in Albuquerque, the paper
reported.

According to the report, the bag had been
left inside a family member’s truck overnight.
When family members opened it they found
personal effects and a bag labeled with her

name reading “brain,” the lawsuit alleged.

“Wouldn’t you agree that it was a horrible
mistake?” Albuquerque attorney Richard Valle
told the paper. “No loved one’s brain should
ever be part of those belongings.”

The brain has since been buried with the
woman'’s body.

Funeral home owner Johnny DeVargas in-
sisted his business was not to blame, pointing
the finger at another entity in Utah.

“Alll can say is DeVargas did absolutely noth-
ing wrong and that the family was well cared
for,” he was quoted by the paper as saying.

“The family was very meticulously cared for
and they were very pleased with our service.”

The woman, who was identified only by her
initials in the lawsuit, was killed in a car acci-
dent in Utah in September. (AFP)
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A woman consults a catalogue near the sculpture
Where Can | Buy a New Brain by German artist Bodo
Korsig in Karlsruhe, Germany on Feb. 27, 2008.
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1.grisly /'grizl/ ad.
MY (kong3 bu4 de5)

2.odor /'oda/ n.
RIK (qi4 weid)

(HEM T E LB EARSTIERKEVIR - )

3. meticulously /ma‘tikjalesl adv.
FRABINAE (i2 xi4 xin1 de5)

(PTEHBENEMEM RARDRILEERIIT S )

4.initial /'nifal/ n.
HEBEZH (xing4 ming2 shou3 zi4 mu3)

TODAY'S WORDS
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Bl: A bunch of kids playing in the woods made the grisly discovery.
(— REHEIMRITE20)/)\ IR 35S @MIEIRS <)

Bl: 1 went down to investigate the strange odor coming from the basement.

Bl: Everything was meticulously prepared ahead of the mayor’s visit.

Bl Write your initials at the top of the paper when you've finished checking it.
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IDIOM POINT

point the finger
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If you point the finger at someone, you blame them for something. In the article,
the owner of the funeral home pointed the finger at a business in Utah for accidentally

sending the brain to the family.

Examples: “As soon as the business started to lose money, people were quick to
point the finger at the sales department for its lavish expenses,” or “Don’t be so quick
to point the finger at other people. You should look at your own faults before you start

accusing others.”
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