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Feng Chia University
Instals smart
classroom

with a wireless radio frequency identification (RFID) system.

Each student has a special ID card that registers them auto-
matically on the teacher’s computer podium as they enter the
classroom. This means that the teacher no longer has to call their
names one by one at the beginning of the class, saving time. The
university also has other applications in mind for the system, such
as automatically turning off the electricity when the classroom is
empty, conserving electricity.

Feng Chia University has come up with a smart classroom as
part of the Ministry of Economic Affairs’ Industrial Technology
Development Program. The classroom has been fitted with a wire-
less radio frequency identification (RFID) system. Each student has
a special ID card, and when they enter the classroom a sensor will
read the card and send information to the teacher’s computer
podium. The podium will display the students’ names and pictures
on the screen. This digital method of taking the register will re-
place the traditional way of calling out individual students’ names,
and will save the teacher’s time.

F eng Chia University has installed a smart classroom, complete

As the university has a lot of large classrooms, and student
numbers in some classes can be very high, it is sometimes difficult
for the teacher to keep tabs on attendance. Calling out individual
names is therefore very time-consuming. It was decided to pick
one of the large classrooms for the initial trial, and the system has

Above: Feng Chia University students hold up their special ID cards, used in the smart classroom attendance registering system, last week.
Below: A student places his special ID card on the sensor of the new smart classroom system on trial in Feng Chia University, Taichung City last week.
The computer uses the information to record class attendance, and means the teacher no longer needs to waste class time calling out the register.
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been fitted in one of these at a cost of around NT5100,000. They TE  SUTEEASENSEYE LA SR DREEESRIETARNEREL - SHEDUSRLE N TR EARRLBHEYS -

will decide whether or not to expand the scope of the system
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depending on how the trial turns out.

The smart classroom has already been put in use. The classroom
itself holds over 100 students, but it took less than five minutes for
all the students to enter the classroom and register their attend-
ance. The students were able to register as soon as they went in,
and thought it was actually pretty cool.

Feng Chia University has also coupled the system with energy
conservation. If a class is scheduled, the teacher can turn on the
electricity in the classroom just by placing the card on the sensor.
The system’s automatic detectors will also monitor the room tem-
perature, and will turn on the air conditioning as needed. If there
is no scheduled class, the system will automatically turn off the
electricity in the room.

The university pointed out that the reason for this was that
in the past some students got together in the room even when
there was no class on, sometimes just for a chat, and they would
have all the lights blazing. The problem was that they would often
forget to switch the lights off when they left, wasting electricity.
It is hoped that the system will aid energy conservation and the
reduction of carbon emissions. The university reckons it will be
able to reduce its monthly electricity bill by more than NT$4600
per classroom.

They also said that the system did have manual override builtin,
so it could be adjusted depending on the situation.
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1. podium /'podism/ n.
B0 (jiang3 tai2)
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2.scope /skop/ n.
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3.emission /Imien/ n.
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complaints.
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#l: The conductor stood behind the podium as the orchestra followed his movements.

Bl: The marketing department gives its employees scope to develop their own ideas.
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BI: Emissions from a nearby factory are believed to be the cause of the breathing
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