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Direct blood relatives shouldn’t donate bhlood?
TV drama gets i1t nght
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Station, Happiness, a doctor claimed

that “direct relatives cannot donate
blood to each other,” just in the nick of time for
the leading lady Ady Ann to stop Vanness Wu
from donating blood to little Hsiao Hsiao Pin.
Vanness was still unaware that he was the little
girl's natural father. This got fans of the show talk-
ing, wondering whether or not there was actually
any scientific basis for what the doctor said.

Medical professionals have told us that the
writers of the show had got it right, and that if
direct relatives donated blood to each other it
could be fatal.

Although some people in the Internet chat
rooms thought this was just a myth about similar
blood types clashing, it did spark an online war
of words amongst a lot of the show’s fans about
whether it was true. Some thought the writers
were just making it up; others said they had
been given blood from their parents without any
problems.

However, hematologists in Taiwan, Dr Marie
Lin from the Mackay Memorial Hospital and Dr
Tzeon-Jye Chiou, attending physician in the
hematology department in Taipei’s Veteran Gen-
eral Hospital, have told us that the writers were
not mistaken. Blood transfusions between
direct blood relatives could, in fact, cause the
serious illness Graft Versus Host Disease (GVHD).

Dr Lin explained that there were some
extremely unusual genotype combinations within
some families. If blood from someone in one of
these families was donated to another member
of that family, the donor’s blood might attack
that of the recipient, like invited guests turning
on the host. The results are often fatal.

Although this combination of genotypes is
found in only about two percent of families in
Taiwan, with a likelihood of GVHD occurring in as
few as one percent, there is no treatment for it if
it does occur, and the fatality rate is very high. It
is, then, extremely important to prevent it from
happening.

If it really is impossible to find an alternative
donor at the time, and an emergency transfusion
from a direct relative is the only choice, it could be
considered. As Dr Lin pointed out, in such cases
the blood given to the patient needs to first be
irradiated so that the lymphocytes in the donor’s
blood cannot harm the recipient. Only then can
the blood be transfused into the patient.

According to Dr Lin, in addition to serious
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Hisao Hsiao Pin is rushed along a hospital corridor on a gurney in the TV Drama Next Station, Happiness. A doctor’s comments in the show about blood transfu-
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sions between family members has caused quite a debate among fans of the show.

{B&E [ T—I0%8) O RERER LNV WRESEAER - BIPE6—0 [BRIAFEREN] - SIBERRPIRNETR

ER

diseases such as this one, many people may have
underlying diseases that they are not aware of,
and for this reason using emergency donations
from relatives is not as safe as using blood that
has already gone through and passed tests.
(LIBERTY TIMES, TRANSLATED BY PAUL COOPER)
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Stars of the TV Drama Next Station, Happiness from left to
right, Hsiao Hsiao Pin, Ady Ann and Vanness Wu.
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1. scientific /saon’trfitk/ adj.
RIZ2 89 (ke xue2 shang4 de5)

a scientific manner.

2. physician /fa'zifen/ n.
MRIEES (nei4 kel yil shengl)

3. transfusion /trensfjufen/ n.
EN (zhud rud)

GMEREERNEFRET )

Bl The market research results were inconclusive because they weren't conducted in
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Bl You should consult a physician if your symptoms persist for over three days.
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ll: Blood transfusions are relatively common medical procedures.

continued for a second day.”
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A war of words is an argument that goes on for a long time. In the article, Internet
users argued over the veracity of the show’s content.
Example: “The war of words between the leaders of the major political parties has

F'war of words | IBHIM R RISEPHOVERE - EXDRE  BARSEEBIBHESE -
(MARZEBENRZIRECEANSES K] -

war of words
e

15



