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Elephant gift to Ireland from Tanzania
“weighty baby" problem
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1. archive /‘arkarv/ n.

&2 (dang3 an4)

Bl: 1 had to spend the afternoon digging through the archives at the War Museum.
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2.upshot /apfat/ n.

f55R (jie2 guo3)

#l: The upshot is that we have more potential customers than ever before.
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3.outcry /‘avtkrar/ n.

IRZIBIINEE (giang2 lie4 de5 kang4 yid)

Bl: Nobody could have predicted the outcry lan’s resignation from the board would cause.
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left holding the baby
BIESES

You are left holding the baby if you have taken on additional responsibility because someone else isn't
willing to deal with it.

Example: “Halfway through the assignment Leo switched to another department and | was left holding
the baby.”
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anzania’s gift of an elephant to Ireland in
T 1980 left Dublin with a “weighty baby”

problem — and having to pay the trans-
port costs, according to archive files made pub-
lic recently.

The elephant, presented to President Patrick
Hillery by President Julius Nyerere during a state
visit in February that year, resulted in a “mess,” ac-
cording to files released by the National Archives
Office.

Tanzania’s foreign ministry wrote to the Irish
embassy in September asking if it “recalled” that
Ireland had agreed to pay the air freight charges
of about 66,000 Tanzanian shillings (some 5,000
euros).

“The Ministry would appreciate if the embassy
would make the refund at its earliest opportu-
nity,” the letter said.

“Do you have £4,000 to spare?” asks a Decem-
ber telexed memo from the Irish foreign ministry
in Dublin to the Dar-es-Salaam embassy.

“None of the three departments we have had
to contact in an attempt to sort out this mess has
either.

“The upshot of the whole affair is that we are
left holding this weighty baby and are stuck
with the freight. Anyway, you may discharge the
account,” the telex says.

The elephant later took up residence in Dublin
Zoo, close to Hillery’s presidential residence in the
city’s Phoenix Park.

Down the years animals have occasionally been
used as diplomatic gifts.

Last year the Seychelles Islands government
donated a pair of Aldabra tortoises to Shanghai
Zoo in celebration of the 60th anniversary of the
founding of the People’s Republic of China.

And in 2005 India sparked an outcry by animal
rights groups when it transferred an Indian el-
ephant from its home in sweltering Bannergahtta
national park to the chillier climes of Armenia.

(AFP WITH STAFF WRITER)

:Ff@ﬂ%%—%ﬁ%i@%ﬁ BT — NN
W oFRpEHEE—EAS =B [EE2RNS:
BE | BEONEEKS—— 858 RE—ABERE
/e

BREEREREAMOERET » —//\0F_
BH—ISE2RD - BB TBHER T - B
RS EBEASNBERPRHRES - Ak - B2
MBMA TARE) -

SENS - BRSNS RHEBEALE » 8
BMES M25) BHEEERESNASNEES
B BATRYBEAES WSETF]T) -

EWDIRE : [BACEERSENESER
(1BE) NTEEE ISR - |

SE+R BN EREEN TS EGEHES
HENIA (BRETHABSH) AEEHETHRD
RS : TIPS BER0000TF 5505 <

[RPBRECHERN =BT ENRESEA
RIEEIEE - |

BROH : [BREBABESRRMSERES
BEBNMET - EBESEOBIHMEL - B
2 TP I UBICE S EEA - |

EBEASBREBETHONSNE (FATREHRE
ERFTESVBEABMNE) -

SELER » SIS WEMINTIEY -

= ERHESRFE S —HIHEONSSHE8E
BB - SIEDERE N HBECSEY -

Z 0 0RF  (EIE—EERERIERIAGIVHAND
SERABNHNES  RBRRHNESNTEBTHR
FOEDHS - SIS3BIIERIRE MERBHEIE(Y, -

(EFt/HE - REE)

A female baby elephant walks around its enclosure in
the wildlife park Serengetipark Hodenhagen, Germany,
on Dec. 27, 2009. PHOTO: EPA
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