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Artist makes landscape

painting from wall
efflorescence

by the crystallization of salt within the brickwork — is

nothing but an annoyance for most people. But for Tung
Huei-ping, an architectural designer from Ershuei Township in
Changhua County, it is a medium for painting. He has used the
different hues of the efflorescence lines on his living room wall
to create a Chinese landscape painting, getting rid of the ef-
florescence and giving the wall a unique style.

“If you can beat it, you may as well use it to your advantage,”
was the philosophy behind Tung's idea. In the beginning, Tung
tried various ways to cover up the efflorescence, but all his
attempts were in vain. Tung later learned to live with the ef-
florescence and gained inspiration for his artwork from it. He
now uses the idea of doing an ink and wash painting on a wall
in the yard designs he does for his clients and says that the ef-
florescence has inspired his artwork.

Tung lives in an old house that is about 40 to 50 years old
and about 10 years ago a wall of his living room started to
show signs of efflorescence about the size of a palm. In the
beginning, he just ignored it, but the efflorescence continued
to worsen and in the end, the two-meter-wide wall was almost
totally covered in efflorescence. The sight of this wall upset him
and he used thick masonry paint to cover it up. However, a year
later, the efflorescence had once again eaten its way through
the white paint.

The white and gray lines of the efflorescence continued to
multiply on his wall and at the start of last year, Tung suddenly
saw how the different shades of color looked like a Chinese
landscape painting of far-away mountains painted using the
“splash ink” technique from Chinese landscape painting. He
had a sudden flash of inspiration so he took out his Chinese
calligraphy brush and composed a Chinese landscape painting
along the efflorescence lines.

Efﬂorescence — the breakout of gray lines on a wall caused

Above: Tung Huei-ping, architectural designer from Ershuei Township in Changhua County, paints over efflorescence on a wall using the traditional
Chinese ink and wash painting style last November.
Below: A yard designed by Tung Huei-ping is shown in this picture taken in early Novemeber. The inspiration for this design came from the wall that
was hit by efflorescence in his living room.
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Tung said that it took 10 to 20 years for the wall to accumu-
late the efflorescence necessary to turn it into a Chinese land-
scape painting. He also said that when the efflorescence just
started to show itself, he always felt troubled by it and thought
it did not look good, especially when he had guests over. After
trying to get rid of it several times, he thought that instead of
fighting with the wall, he should value its existence and in do-
ing so made it into a beautiful piece of art.

Tung said he has transformed something ugly into some-
thing beautiful and because he often has to design houses for
other people, he must look for inspiration in everyday life.
Tung said that when he recently designed a yard for a mansion
more than 200 ping in size, he incorporated a landscape paint-
ing onto one of the walls and then embellished it with conifers
known as the Kusamaki or Inumaki. Tung accredits the idea be-
hind this design to that wall full of efflorescence that he turned
into a landscape painting. (LIBERTY TIMES, TRANSLATED BY DREW CAMERON)
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PHOTO: YAN HONG-CHUN, LIBERTY TIMES
PHOTO COURTESY OF DONG HUEI-PING

BF : EBFRCERERE
R EETER

J 3 R R

R ZEEEFE RN - HHRIBEBIEK
28 —FEEZEAERLFREA - BREVNE - B2
BEEEE > BRRBEME  RESEEONBEL—
TBLIZKELE -

IR - 2l NEiliR) RE— - Z+F89I070
ZRERL—IBLLUIZK B - BEREMILIRGG - MRS
e - BRESARE - BRSKRNBERENE
B - ASHNEEFED - IV8 - BEBFIEAL [
DR - ANUWERTHEE  RENBEEZEELETH
NESP - RMBES -

sk - BHBERILBHRBT - BRMEEREA
RETBET  MBELEESPSHER  RITRST—R
MBNREWER - LR LHULKEFRAERD
BLURBENRER - ZERIFHBEESERENE
BERRLLIKIE ° (BORERCERER)

TODAY'S WORDS
SHEF

1.hue /hju/ n.
EBE (yan2 se4)

Bl Sally returned from the market with a selection of T-shirts in different hues.
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2.landscape /lend,skep/ n.
[B= (feng1 jing3)

BI: The art teacher asked the students to paint a landscape of their choice.
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3.inspiration /mnspa‘refon/ n.
£/ (ling2 gan3)

Bl Irving said he usually hikes in the mountains when he needs inspiration.
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