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Getting the goat

Vandals set fire to Swedish Christmas straw goat yet again
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torching it has become a Christmas tradition.

Gavle city spokeswoman Anna Ostman said someone set fire
to the 13-meter-high creature around 3am local time last Wednesday.
Only a charred wooden skeleton of the traditional Swedish Christ-
mas symbol remained in the morning.

“It feels very sad,” Ostman said. “We had really hoped that he would
survive Christmas and New Year's.”

Vandals have burned down the goat 24 times since it was first
set up in Gavle in 1966 to mark the holiday season. It has also been
smashed several times, run over by a car and had its legs cut off.

In 2006 and 2007 city officials doused it in fireproofing chemicals.
Ostman said they stopped doing that because it discolored the goat,
making it “look like a brown terrier instead of a yellow straw goat.”

The goat is a centuries-old Scandinavian yule symbol that preceded
Santa Claus as the bringer of gifts to Swedish homes. Many Swedes
place a small straw goat underneath their Christmas trees, or hang
miniature versions on the branches.

While city officials are always quick to condemn the vandals who
set the goats ablaze, they have also become increasingly aware of the
international attention the near-yearly attacks draw to Gavle, about
150km north of Stockholm.

ﬂ straw goat was burned down yet again in a Swedish city where

This year the city Web site offers users a chance to follow the goat's
fate via a Webcam, Twitter page and a blog in both Swedish and
English.

“So sad that | can't celebrate Christmas with you all, but thank you
so much for now, dear friends,” the blog said. “I'm going on holiday
now to get some rest but will of course be back for next Christmas.”

Vandals are seldom caught, but in 2001, a 51-year-old visitor from
Cleveland, Ohio, had to face the music when he was caught setting
the goat ablaze — he was sentenced to 18 days in prison.

In 2005, the goat was burned down by two arsonists dressed up
as Santa Claus and the Gingerbread Man. They were never caught.
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face the music
EERR

You face the music if you accept responsibility for something you have done wrong. According to the article, the arsonist

had to face the music for setting fire to the straw goat.

Examples: “I think you should just go home and face the music. You can’t avoid your dad forever,” or “l was surprised Ryan
decided to face the music for stealing the cash.”
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The charred remains of a Christmas straw goat stands in the town
center of Gavle, northern Sweden, on Dec. 23, 2009. PHOTO: EPA
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1.charred /ard/ ad.

2R SHY (shaol heil le5 de5)

l: We came across a charred vehicle by the side of the road.
(FHPIEBEEE —WRESERNE )

2.douse /daus/ v.

BAIKD (jind ru4 shui3 zhongT)

Bl: 1 doused the T-shirt with petrol and lit a match.
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3.arsonist /‘arsnist/ n.

AR (zong4 huo3 fan4)

Bll: Police are looking for the arsonist who set fire to the post
office. (BSIEE BB NZERHENIE )



