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Australian teen

sailor marks

/70 days at sea
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Q ustralian schoolgirl Jessica Watson on Sunday marked 70

days at sea in her solo round-the-world sail, after a foggy
Christmas on one of the most isolated points on the planet.

Watson, 16, has traveled 8,000 nautical miles since leaving Sydney
in her pink yacht on Oct. 18 in her bid to become the youngest
person to sail solo, non-stop and unassisted around the world, her
spokesman Andrew Fraser said.

“It's all going really well,” Fraser told AFP. “She is ahead of the
proposed schedule at the moment. She just passed 8,000 miles this
morning. So far, we are just delighted with her progress.”

Watson had not yet faced a monster storm but was enduring
constant three to four meter swells and 25-knot winds in the cool
Southern Ocean, he said.

“It's rough most of the time out there,” he said. “It's never easy or
comfortable.”

In her blog, Watson wrote that Christmas was her “foggiest day
yet” and that she had spent the day speaking to her family on the
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phone, eating her favorite foods and opening the presents which
had been stored on her 10-meter boat.

“I have to admit | spent the day being pretty lazy, just doing the
bare minimum to keep us moving vaguely in the right direction and
staying out of the cold,” she wrote on Saturday.

On Dec. 24, Watson said she had passed an area known as Point
Nemo — the point in the ocean farthest from land — and that
the closest land was 1,450 nautical miles away on either Pitcairn or
Easter island or Antarctica.

In her postings, the teenage adventurer has written of her isola-
tion but said she is not lonely despite seeing nothing but ocean for
months.

“It’s still strange to think that I'm probably hundreds of miles from
the nearest person, in fact it's now almost two months since I've
seen anyone,” she wrote in early December.

Watson, who made waves during a test run when she crashed
into a massive coal freighter, said she felt like the “luckiest girl in
the world” to be on a little boat in the middle of the ocean.

The Queensland teenager, who jokes that her stuffed toys make
up her “crew,” plans to end her 23,000 nautical mile journey in May
after passing the treacherous Cape Horn, the Southern Atlantic
and the Cape of Good Hope.

(AFP)
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Jessica Watson poses on her boat, left, and heads off on her solo global circum-
navigation on her boat Ella’s Pink Lady from Sydney’s Middle Harbour, on Oct.
18, 2009. PHOTOS: AFP AND EPA
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1.isolation /arsl'efon/ n.
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2. freighter /frete/ n.
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Bl: Two freighters collided as they were entering the port.
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3.treacherous /‘tretforas/ adj.
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Bl: The feeling of isolation was one of the worst aspects of being in captivity.

Bl: The road through the mountains is treacherous, so you should drive carefully.

waves.”
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You make waves if you shock people by doing something surprising or different.
Examples: “Mike’s decision to get married in Thailand has really made waves in the
office,” or “If you want to be considered for promotion you'd better try not to make

BRI ['make waves] * FIRTMRN S EFEAREF NSRBI -
BT RTERIZREDBIS » TN ZEPS|Ee—EsiEs)

make waves
S|ERRE

' X [URIFBEAE  BRE




