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Britain's ‘Mr Christmas’ gets credit crunched
Jull] THREESCA: 1 NS

day said the recession had forced him to scale back
the whirlwind of daily festivities this year.

Andy Park, who bills himself as Mr Christmas, said his
weight had plunged after slashing his mammoth daily
portions of mince pies, champagne, roast turkey and all the
trimmings.

The divorced electrician from Melksham in southwest
England used to blow £11,000 (NT$574,000) a year on his
daily Christmas knees-up but has trimmed his budget down
to £5,000 (NT$259,000) in 2009.

“Before the credit crunch | was eating a 14-pound (6.4kg)
turkey, now I'm down to a four pounder (1.8kg). I've cut
down from nine massive roast potatoes to four,” Park said.

“l used to have 40 peas on my plate, now it’s just a table-
spoon. | now have to make a bottle of champagne last two
days. From 40 mince pies a day I've gone to 12 and there’s
no double cream.”

However, Park reckons he is benefiting from the global
economic downturn.

“After all that, | feel 100 percent better and | look better
too. | can go walking every day and take the dog out with no
problems,” he said, adding that he had cut his weight from
124kg to 102kg.

Q British oddball who celebrates Christmas every single

The electrician was feeling bored on July 14, 1994 and
decided to get out the Christmas decorations to cheer him-
self up. It worked and Park swears blind he has celebrated
Christmas every single day ever since.

His daily routine includes a hearty breakfast of mince pies
and sherry, with a full roast turkey for lunch before settling
down to watch a video of Queen Elizabeth II's traditional
Christmas broadcast to the Commonwealth.

When he dies, Park says he wants to be buried in a coffin
full of Brussels sprouts, with all mourners dressed as Santa
Claus, and Christmas dinner to follow. (AFP)
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Above: A man dressed up as Santa Claus looks round as his finishing
medal gets caught up in his glasses during The Great Scottish Santa
Run in Princes Street gardens in Edinburgh, Scotland, on Dec. 13,
2009. PHOTO: REUTERS
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1. recession /rr'sefon/ n.
3R (shuail tuid)

(BIEHEE—FHERE @ IREMKIBTE )

2. festivity /fe'stivatr/ n.
ENEE (huani ging4)

(BRcaBEEREERE B )

3.mammoth /maems6/ adj
EEXHY (pang2 da4 de5)

REFTNITRE—IRIFESAHTIE -)

4. coffin /'kofin/ n.
1847 (guani cai2)

(RIS —BEICEBARENFHIE )
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B: Sales have fallen sharply since the start of the recession.

Bl: The festivities included a lap of honor by the winning athletes.

Bl Relocating to the new offices will be a mammoth task.

BI: The mourners filed past the coffin to pay their respects.

day since 1994.
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swear blind
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If someone swears blind that something is true, they assert that it is the case. Ac-
cording to the article, Mr Park swears blind that he has celebrated Christmas every

Examples: “Jeff swears blind he had nothing to do with the fire in the basement,”
or “ swear blind | saw someone trying to break into the office last night.”
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