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More migratory birds setting up home in Guandu
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5 I0 75 B EhEIR L o have noticed four or five kinds of migratory birds breeding in Guandu
=275 ) e |- Nature Park, thus changing from migratory to resident. This year, for

the first time, spotted-billed ducks have been seen breeding in the park. Park
;= X staff explain that migratory birds go wherever they can find food. It could be

ST X that there is now less food in their habitats in China, or just that the Guandu
: wetlands are suitable for them.

David Ho, head of Guandu Nature Park’s management office, says about
50,000 migratory birds pass through Taiwan each month, which is about 30
percent fewer than 30 years ago, as migratory bird numbers fall around the
world. It's a sign of the times that 20 years ago about 3,000 dunlins could
be seen in Taipei, but now the number is down to 1,000 or so.

Ho judges that possible reasons for the drop in migratory bird numbers
include climate change and habitat destruction. Climbing temperatures have
caused many wetlands on which birds depend for their survival to dry up or
disappear. Birds then have to migrate over greater distances, making migra-
tion more risky and so challenging their survival.

Despite the fall in numbers, Guandu Nature Park is now seeing the phenom-
enon of migratory birds becoming resident. Ho says the park’s first known nest
of black-winged stilts hatched in 2005. The stilts have kept breeding in the
five years since then, and this year there are nine nests with 24 hatchlings.

Today there are more than 12,000 birds belonging to over 120 species living
and foraging in Guandu Nature Park, among which there are flocks of 80 to
90 species of winter resident migratory birds and waterfowl.

(LIBERTY TIMES, TRANSLATED BY JULIAN CLEGG)

HREESRABRE =2 G lobal warming is bringing ecological changes in its wake. Birdwatchers
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