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the age of 146, its carers announced.

Kiki, a male tortoise, was brought to France fully grown from Mauritius
in 1923, Michel Saint-Jalme, director of the wildlife center in Paris’s Jardin des
Plantes where the animal lived, told AFP.

Kiki stayed in Paris throughout the German occupation in World War Il right
up to his death from an infection due to lesions in his gut — something not
unusual for a tortoise of his age, Saint-Jalme said.

“He was eating normally,” Saint-Jalme said. “But he had been showing signs
that he was not well for several days.”

Kiki weighed 250kg and had to be moved around using a fork-lift machine.
He left behind him four other younger and smaller giant tortoises in the wildlife
center.

Saint-Jalme said he believed Kiki to be one of the biggest tortoises in Europe
— among some 375 of the endangered species of giant tortoises in captivity and
150,000 in the wild.

Many of the staff at the center developed a soft spot for Kiki. “We are all rather
moved by his death, because he was one of the stars of the gardens,” Saint-Jalme
said. (AFP)

One of the oldest giant tortoises in Europe has died at its home in Paris at

1. occupation /,akjs’pefan/ n.

16578 (zhan4 ling3)

Bl: The international community has asked the military to end its
occupation.
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2. infection /in‘fekfan/ n.

RXZ (gan2 ran3)

Bl: Wesley was hospitalized with a mystery infection.
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3.lesion /lizen/ n.

BZ (sun3 haid)

Bl: The doctors are still trying to work out the cause of the patient’s lesions.
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Above: Recent photos released by the National Museum of Natural History shows Kiki, a male
Seychelles Turtle, which died at the age of 146 on Dec. 4, 2009 at the Jardin des Plantes in Paris.
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IDIOM POINT
EEa

a soft spot
EXIRE

You have a soft spot for someone of you feel affection for them. Some-
times the expression implies that the feelings are held privately.

Examples: “Dale was reluctant to admit that he had a soft spot for his
cousin’s dog,” or “Why don’t you just admit that you've got a soft spot for
Reg?”
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