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Six degrees

could change the world
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1. critical

/'krrtikl/ adj.

afidadan
(guan1 jian4 xing4 de5)

2. unimaginable
/,AnI'maedzInabl/ adj.

HBZHY
(nan2 yi2 xiang3 xiang4 deb)

3. accelerate
/ek’sels,ret/ v.
D3R (jial su4) »
& (cu4 jind)

4. armada

/ar'mada/ n.
#B8% (bian1 dui4)

5. source
/sors/ n.
JRIB (yuan2 tou2)

6. arid
/'@r1d/ ad.
82289 (gan1 han4 de5)

Melting ice at Disko Bay, Greenland
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e have signs of very great changes
occurring on the planet. Everything
has happened so fast. Creeks are
drying up that have never dried
up in a lifetime. We've got a forest that’s already
on the edge of disappearing. We're going into
uncharted territory. Our planet is at a crossroads.
Global warming isn’t out of control, but it soon
could be. The warning signs are all around us.
This is the challenge of climate change: What can
we do about global warming? What will happen
to the Earth if we don’t? The temperature is ris-
ing and each degree is critical. A 6°C increase is
almost unimaginable.
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Coral reef expert, Ove Hoegh-Guldberg, swims through the waters of the Great Barrier Reef

in Australia.
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Tune in tomorrow to find out more about the catastrophe the earth is facing and what can be done to bring it under control.
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Imagine what the 21st century will be like if
global warming accelerates. Where will the
next super-storm hit? The next scorching heat
wave? As the world warms degree by degree,
where will the next catastrophe hit? The debate
has ended. Scientists around the globe agree we
now live in a world warmer by almost 1°C. An
armada tracks the earth'’s vital signs, with thou-
sands of ships at sea. Meanwhile, there are tens
of thousands of stations on land, and satellites
monitor from space. Scientists feed the data into
the most advanced computer models to calcu-
late what it means for our future. The predictions
are alarming.
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In four decades, glaciers in the Himalayas —
the source of water for millions — could be
gone. Within 50 years, the melting of Greenland’s
ice sheet could be unstoppable. By the end of
this century, the Amazon rainforest — home to
half the world’s biodiversity — could wither to
an arid savannah. We're on the brink of living
in a world 1°C warmer, hotter than it's been in
thousands of years. A temperature rise between
1°C and 6°C is possible over the next century.
Each degree means a radically different future. In
some parts of the world, the first signs of global
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A fire burns through the trees and grass during the Amazon fire experiment.
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warming may be arriving with a vengeance. In
Australia, bush fires are a natural part of the eco-
system, especially in drought years. But climate
change may be pushing conditions from bad
to worse. Australia’s east coast is a tinderbox. In
the winter of 2001, more than 900 fires encircled
Sydney. They called it Black Christmas.
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