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Following Wang Chien-ming —
the New York Yankees sign Kuo Fu-lin
Birzes—A
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ine years after Wang Chien-ming,

N another Taiwanese will appear for the

New York Yankees. Third baseman Kuo

Fu-lin, 18, who is currently studying at National

Taiwan College of Physical Education, is set to

become Wang'’s “junior” as he gets the chance

to become the second “Light of Taiwan” in
Yankees history.

Since studying at the Nan Ying Vocational
High School of Business and Technology, Kuo,
well-proportioned at 183cm tall and weigh-
ing 78kg, could never hide his star qualities.
The Yankees have monitored him for over
two years, and they think his batting, defense,
and arm strength stand out from other young
Taiwanese players. Together with his ability to
hit long balls, this creates expectations for his
future potential.

Because the central and southern American
markets have opened up over the past few
years, Major League Baseball teams have been
looking for new players there. This has caused
the value of Asian players to plummet. Yan-

kees General Manager Brian Cashman’s princi-
ple that only the best is good enough makes it
more difficult for Japanese, South Korean and
Taiwanese players to get a chance unless they
are of top caliber. This makes the Yankees’
latest move particularly interesting. The Tigers
have also been active trying to sign Kuo, but
considering visibility and other conditions, he
decided for the Yankees.

According to reports, Kuo’s signing fee
is somewhere between US$300,000 and
US$500,000. Because he is still a student, the
Yankees have also given him tuition fees in the
same way as they did with Wang in the past.
As a whole, the conditions are probably the
best of Taiwan’s overseas athletes this year.

Kuo seems to keep a low profile with re-
gards to his joining the Yankees. During an
interview, he said he lets his agent handle
everything, and that he will not discuss any
details. He stressed that, “Going overseas is
the dream of every ball player.” In addition
to going to the same team as Wang, he also

uses the same management company, which
further strengthens their relationship. Kuo’s
agent Li Wei-chuan is also unwilling to reveal
any details about the signing and he only said
that the conditions offered by the Yankees
definitely were the best offered to any Taiwan-
ese player for the same period, and added that
the managing company was quite pleased
with this.

Since the Yankees signed Wang in 2000, no
other Taiwanese player has managed to arouse
their interest. During this time, the Yankees
have “symbolically” signed the Chinese play-
ers Liu Kai and Zhang Zhenwang in an attempt
to open up the Chinese market, but these two
players lacked any practical strengths. Both of
them have given up this year and returned to
China. Kuo is a much more valuable talent, and
after a couple of years of practice, he will have
the chance to wear the Yankees’ uniform and
battle it out in Major League Baseball shoulder
to shoulder with Wang.
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Above: Tainan City’s second baseman Kuo Fu-lin, right,
puts out Taipei County’s Kan Ming-yen, left, in the E.

Sun National Baseball Youth Cup on June 15 last year.
PHOTO: LIAO YAU-TUNG, LIBERTY TIMES

Below: Kuo Fu-lin hits the ball in a match for the Nan

Ying Vocational High School of Business and Technol-

ogy baseball team in this picture taken on June 7.
PHOTO: LIN CHENG-KUNG, LIBERTY TIMES
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1. monitor /manata/ V.

E58 (jian1 kan4)

BI: The doctors are monitoring the patient's situation.
(BBEIEEEBR AL )

2. plummet /plamit/ v.

FHK (bao4 die2)

B The value of Leo’s portfolio has plummeted since the turn of the year.
(ERRERSHMBEFE - STEVRBRK )

3. caliber /klsba/ n.

Z#F (cai2 gan4)

BI: We have attracted a much higher caliber of applicant this year.
(SENRHSKELTFFSHHZ <)
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