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Canadian

(17

touts "

green” Christmas trees

TODAY'S WORDS
SHE=F

1.restoration /,resto’refon/ n.

BIR (fu4 yuan2)

f: Restoration of the theater was expensive and took three years to complete.
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2. landfill /lzndfil/ adj.
TIRIEIR (le4 se4 tian2 mai2)

Bl: The government is looking for ways to reduce the country’s dependency on landfills.
(B IEESKBMIBALRIBIRH T )

3. global warming /globl ‘wormi/ n.

ZIREIE (quan2 qiu2 nuan3 huad)

Bl: 1t's vital that we reverse the trend of global warming.
(BB SHELIRELABE <)

oing “green” has never been

so festive as in westernmost

Canada where two start-ups
are offering an eco-friendly Christ-
mas tree rental service for the holiday
period.

For about C$100, Evergrow Christ-
mas Trees and Carbonsync Christmas
will drop off a potted tree at your
home or business and pick it up three
weeks later after all the presents have
been opened and Santa has parked
his sleigh.

Carbonsync plans to donate its
trees to habitat restoration groups
for replanting after Christmas, while
Evergrow says it will return them to
a nursery to be cared for until next
Christmas when they may be rented
out again.

It's a far cry from what usually
goes on. Trees normally cost four
times less on average, but are usually
turned into mulch or sent to garbage
dumps after the holidays in most
North American cities.

“What (folks) are doing now is
they’re growing these hordes of trees
everywhere in the Fraser Valley to
ship to Vancouver,” Brad Major of
Carbonsync Christmas told public
broadcaster CBC.

“These trees grow anywhere from
six to 12 years to be used for one
Christmas, and all these trees go to
the landfill, and it’s this huge pile
of trees,” he said. “It’s like the biggest
waste of a resource.”

The Canadian firms’ trees will also

continue to draw CO: from the atmo-
sphere, doing their bit to help curb
global warming instead of ending
up as waste.

And if a family wishes, they may
even rent the same tree year after
year from Evergrow, as long as it has
not grown too large to fit in their liv-
ing room. (AFP)
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Below: A couple admires a 14-meter-high
Christmas tree decorated with some 10,000
bulbs in front of the main entrance of a
hotel in Tokyo on Nov. 28, 2009.

Left: The official White House Christmas tree
is displayed in the Blue Room of the White
House during a press tour of the holiday
decorations in Washington, DC, on Dec. 2,
2009. PHOTOS: AFP
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Something that is a far cry from another is very different from it. According to the
article, the Christmas tree recycling service is a far cry from the usual method.

Examples: “Working as a fund manager is a far cry from teaching high school econom-
ics,” or “Dreaming about spending a year in Africa is a far cry from actually doing it.”
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