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It's "dog eat dog” on London's overcrowded Tube
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hronic overcrowding on London’s Tube
Cnetwork turns people into animals

who adopt a “dog eat dog” attitude
to fellow passengers, according to a recent
report.

Travellers ignore pregnant women or par-
ents with babies in a “survival of the fittest”
atmosphere on the underground train system,
which is struggling to cope with never-ending
tides of commuters and tourists.

“I'm a different animal on the Tube to nor-
mal life. I'm not me. I'm a bit less interested in
others,” one person told researchers for the
study, compiled for City Hall bosses.

The British capital's vast underground
network — embodied in the iconic London
Tube map, much pored-over by tourists — is a
perennial source of grumbling for London’s
weary workers.
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1. perennial /pa'rentsl/ adj.

BTERY (chang? zai4 de5)

B Overcrowding is a perennial source of complaints
during the holiday season.
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2.gripe /graip/ n.

A& (bao4 yuan4)

Bl The customer’s major gripe was about the qual-
ity of the service.
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3.persona /pa'sona/ n.

RE (jia3 mian4)

Bl: Simon's on-stage persona is completely different
to his real life personality.
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Some parts draw more gripes than others.
The Northern Line has the worst reputation,
but many others can be hellish at rush hour,
with packed platforms and even more sardine-
can-like trains, often so full that no-one else
can get on.

Other examples of how people cope with
the daily Tube grind include:

- Suspension of the normal codes of behav-
ior — for example, going after a seat regardless
of who else might want it, ignoring pregnant
women and people carrying babies.

- Adopting a Tube persona, more ruthless
and selfish.

- Switching off/shutting down — going into
an automatic pilot routine, listening to music,
turning one’s back.

- Developing strategies to reduce the im-
pact of overcrowding — for example, by go-

ing one or two stops in the opposite direction
in order to get a seat.

Transport for London, which runs the Tube
network as well as London’s buses and other
travel infrastructure, insisted it welcomed the
report.

“More and more people are traveling on
the Tube, which is why it is so crucial that we
deliver the much-needed improvements,” said
a spokesman.

“We are spending billions to increase capac-
ity on the Tube by 30 percent, in what is the
biggest investment seen in decades. This will
mean more trains, able to carry more passen-
gers, with faster journeys and larger stations.”

But the report’s authors said: “The over-
whelming majority of passengers perceive the
experience of overcrowding as a highly un-
pleasant and abnormal situation... Some com-

UNDERGROUND

muters are left feeling tired and stressed out.
“It can take an hour or two to calm down,” it
said. (AFP)
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Above: Tube passengers wait for a train in London on
April 28, 2009. PHOTO: EPA
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dog eat dog
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In a dog-eat-dog situation there is intense com-
petition and people think only about themselves.
According to the research, passengers on the Tube
adopt a dog-eat-dog attitude to survive the poor
conditions.

Example: “You'll need to be tough to survive the
auditions. It's dog eat dog out there.”
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