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Japanese cops cross-dress for bag snatch dragnet
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bags, Japanese black-belt policemen have
been cross-dressing in a bid to beat off bag-
snatchers, according to a report.

The all-male squad has been deployed since last
month on night patrols in central Aichi prefecture,
wearing skirts and stockings and carrying eye-catch-
ing handbags as bait for potential thieves, the Asahi
daily reported.

So far no muggers have been brought to book
by the unit, the Asahi said, and Aichi police declined
to comment to AFP on the report. To qualify for the
special squad, police have to be young, slim and hold
the top rank of a black belt in a martial art such as
karate or judo, the report said.

A 26-year-old officer — measuring 1.71m in height
and weighing in at a dainty 61kg — expressed pride

Patrolling in high heels, wigs and designer

in the mission, telling the daily: “It's cowardly to tar-
get women who are weak.”

The operation has not been without its pitfalls.
Some of the stylish policemen have become targets
themselves — of cat-calls and lewd propositions.

One 25-year-old officer said he “panicked” one
night when a male driver leaned out of his car win-
dow and asked if he wanted to go for a drive.  (AFP)
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Above: Pedestrians cross the intersection in Tokyo’s upscale
Ginza shopping district, on Nov. 16, 2009. PHOTO: EPA
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1.deploy /di'pby/ .

BBZE (bu4 shu3) * F8E (diao4 dud)

Bl: Fortunately, the parachutist was able to deploy his emergency parachute after his main
parachute failed to open.
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2. mugger /maga/ n.
HESIEAEDE (lan2 lu4 giang3 jie2 zhe3)
Bl: The police are still trying to catch a mugger who made off with an expensive cellphone
outside the subway station.
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3. pitfall /pit,fol/ n

BERIBVBIE (yin3 cang2 de5 wei2 xian3) * Z2IEHVEEER (yi4 fand de5 cuo4 wud)

Bl: There are a lot of pitfalls you'll need to avoid if you want to do well at university.
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bring to book
B LUK

If someone is brought to book, they are punished. The expression is usually used passively.
According to the article, so far no muggers have been brought to book by the undercover
officers.

Examples: “We are confident that the perpetrators of the robbery will be brought to book
within a few days,” or “Whoever stole the car will be caught and brought to book.”
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