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t may be the most important find in dino-
saur hunting in recent years. Previously
unknown dinosaurs from a critical gap
in their history, and possible forefathers
to the greatest carnivores ever to walk the
Earth. And an amazing discovery — skeletons
stacked one on top of the other, piled four and
five deep, in pits of death. How did they end up
together, frozen in time, for 160 million years?
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It would have been a quiet time in a dino-
saur Eden. A panorama of mysterious ancient
creatures go about the business of life in the
Jurassic, until their world is changed forever.
The Earth begins to tremble. The sky darkens,
animals stampede and catastrophe strikes. In
their last desperate moments, some voracious
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A theropod in death pose.
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1. panorama /,pena’‘rema/ n.
£ = (quan2 jing3) » 1l (gai4 shud)

2.tremble /trembl/ v
E SR (yao2 huang4)

3. arid /'rid/ adj.
87269 (gan1 han4 de5) »
EHY (bud mao2 debd)

4.riddle /'ridl/ adj.
3 (mi2)

5. outcrop /‘avtkrap/ n.
SEH (lu4 chul)

6. carnivore /’karns,var/ n.
AEEY (rous shi2 dong4 wu4)

Dino death trap 2 K

dinosaurs will turn on each other. But in the
end, they are all doomed. The Gobi Desert in
northwestern China is one of the largest deserts
in Asia. This arid landscape is eerily like Mars
and about as hospitable. But for dinosaur hunt-
ers, it's a goldmine. Here, time and wind and
sand have scoured away the present and taken
paleontologists deep into the past, where they
are meeting remarkable creatures. Creatures
that speak to them of an age that has long been
silent, nearly 100 million years before giants like
Tyrannosaurus Rex strode the world.
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Dr. Xu Xing of the Chinese Academy of Sci-
ences and Dr. James Clark of George Washing-
ton University are leading the search for new
dinosaurs. Dr. Xu believes the fossils are a miss-
ing link. For a very long time, the great jigsaw
puzzle of the dinosaur record has been lacking
vital pieces — right in the center of everything.
The dinosaurs made their first appearance dur-
ing the Triassic, with turkey-sized predators like
Coelophysis. Then came the second age, the Ju-
rassic, when dinosaur evolution went wild and
started creating giants. At the end comes the
Cretaceous, where the giants ruled, like Tyran-
nosaurus Rex and Triceratops. But in between,
in the middle of the Jurassic, there has long
been a frustrating blank spot in the dinosaur re-
cord, where very few fossils have been found.
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Lost somewhere in the blank spot in the
middle of the Jurassic lies the answer to this
riddle: how did some dinosaurs go from one
era to the next? Clues are emerging from the
rocky outcrops of the Gobi. Ever since ex-
cavations began here in 2001, the creatures
have just kept coming. New species, most of
them carnivores, and all from the lost age.
Paleontologists are stunned at the number of
species they've dug up, including many previ-
ously unknown: A new stegosaur — a tree-
grazing sauropod with a nine-meter neck, a
new long-toothed pterosaur — a flying rep-
tile, new raptors and even a little mammal-like

reptile. They've also stumbled upon a remark-
able mystery unlike anything they've ever seen
before.
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Tune in this afternoon at 4pm to learn more
about this prehistoric mystery.
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Left: A silhouette
of a dinosaur
outside of Royal
Tyrrell Museum.
Far left: A fossil-
ized ceratosauria.
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