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New York teen proven mnocent by Facebook

thanks to a Facebook status update he posted about pancakes, his lawyer
told AFP last week.

Rodney Bradford was held by police for 13 days, accused of breaking into a
Brooklyn residence, but was able to corroborate his alibi thanks to a posting to his
Facebook page that showed what he was doing at the time of the crime.

Bradford’s comment, teasing his girlfriend about not having joined him to eat
pancakes and accompanied by a time-stamp, “was probably instrumental in the
District Attorney’s decision to drop the charges,” his lawyer Robert Reuland said.

Bradford was accused of breaking into a sprawling 1,390-apartment complex
in Brooklyn, New York with a gun, when in fact he was 13km away at his father’s
Manhattan home.

Jonah Bruno, a spokesperson for the Kings County District Attorney’s office con-
firmed “the case was dismissed.”

If charged and convicted, Bradford could have spent 25 years behind bars.

Reuland, who is also a celebrated crime-fiction author, said it was the first time
he had come across a case in which Internet evidence had been used to disprove
charges.

The popularity of social networking sites like Facebook, MySpace and Twitter
have propelled them into the legal cases in recent years, but usually as evidence of
a transgression. (AFP)

Q New York teenager narrowly avoided a stretch in prison for armed robbery
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Signage is displayed outside the headquarters of Facebook Inc. in Palo Alto, California, US, on
Sept. 8, 2009. PHOTO: BLOOMBERG

NBAB» ZENeRESH MBS RADNBHE - RE pEf

LUDAYROIWURDS

ANmm —_
— ::J’Yl
=] == ==y

1. narrowly /naroly/ adv.

FD3RIB (mian2 giang3 de5)

BI: Bryan narrowly avoided being hit by a train as he walked over the crossing.
(AR BEF BN » Z—RPRNEE L <)

2. alibi /'zls,bar/ n.

NE1%:E0 (bu2 zai4 chang3 zheng4 ming2)

Bl Larry’s alibi didn’t stand up during cross-examination.
(BB EI5:8 B A2 X sERAHRIEED - )

3. transgression /trens'grefon/ n.

322 (wei2 fan3)

Bl: Even a minor transgression can be enough to fail your driving test.
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behind bars
IR

If somebody is behind bars, they are in prison. According to the article, the suspect
avoided spending time behind bars because of evidence from his Facebook update.

Examples: “For many people in this district, long parts of their life are spent behind
bars,” or “I spent four years behind bars when | was younger, and | have no intention
of ever going back.”
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