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Nepal minister slapped official over car snub
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face because he sent an old car to pick her up during an official visit, reports said last
week.

Deputy Agriculture Minister Karima Begam said she grabbed the local government
worker by the collar and hit him repeatedly across the face after he failed to send the car
she had requested.

“Yes, | beat up the CDO (chief district officer),” Begam told the Republica daily. “I slapped
him five times.”

Begam was on an official visit to the south of the country to attend a meeting of women
lawmakers when the incident occurred.

She was apparently driven round the bend because the functionary, Parsa Durga
Prasad Bhandari, had not sent his best car to pick her up, instead dispatching an older
model.

“Why can't a minister use the (newer) vehicle? Who is senior, a minister or a CDO?” she is
reported to have asked.

A spokesman for the prime minister told AFP that Begam’s behavior was unacceptable,
but declined to comment on whether she would be fired.

Many of Nepal's newspapers carried front-page pictures of a tearful-looking Bhandari,
who said he had tried to reason with the minister but could not get her to listen.

“She even broke my spectacles,” he told Republica.

Q Nepalese government minister has admitted slapping a senior civil servant in the

(AFP)
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Nepal's President Rambaran Yadav, right, gives a garland of flowers, a symbol of blessing from Goddess
Durga, to Prime Minister Madhav Kumar Nepal, at the President’s House in Kathmandu on the last day of
the Hindu festival Dasain on Sept. 28, 2009. PHOTO: REUTERS
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1.civil servant /sl ‘s3vant/ n.

AF8 (gongl wu4 yuan2)

Bl: The role of civil servants has changed considerably in the last 20 years.
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2.collar /kale/ n.
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#l: The shirt would've been a good fit if the collar was a little wider.
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3.spectacles /'spektoklz/ n.
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Bl: It might be cheaper to replace the lenses on your spectacles, rather than buy a
new pair of frames.
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drive somebody round the bend
BREABRIN

If someone drives you round the bend, they annoy you intensely. In the article,
the minister was driven round the bend by the official’s failure to bring the best car
to collect her.

Example: “I hope they hurry up and finish construction on that new building
— the noise is driving me round the bend.”
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