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Sarkozy chipped away at Berlin Wall
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Facebook helps you connect and share with the people in your life.
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Souvenirs de la chute du Mur de Berlin, & 2 novembre 1939,
Tetais alars secrétaire génaral adjoint du RFR. Le 2 naverbre au mating nous nous inkéressons au:x
infarmations qui arrivent de Berlin, et semblent annoncer du changement dans la capitals divisée de
['Aallemagne, Nous decidons de quitter Paris avec Alain Juppé pour participer & 'événement qui se profile,
Arrives 3 Berlin ouest, nous filans vers la parte de Brandsbourg ol une Foule enthousiaste s'est déja amassée
a l'annonce de l'ouverture probable du mur, La, par Iz plus grand des hasards, nous croisons un jeuns o
frangais que nous connaissions, a l'&poque specialiske des questions de défense ; Francois Fillon, Mous filons
ensuite vers Check Paint Charlie pour passer du céké est de la wille, et enfin confronter ce mur dans lequel
naus avons pu donner quelques coups de pioche, Aukour de nous, des Familles se rassemblaient pour abattre
le beton, Certaines venaient nous parler pour nous expliquer leurs sentiments, leurs ambitions nouvelles, et
partager leurs émations aprés des décennies de séparation, La nuit s'est poursuivie dans enthousiasmme
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A picture taken on Nov. 8, 2009 in Paris shows an image from the Facebook page of French President Nicolas Sarkozy, called
“Memories of the fall of the Berlin wall, on November 9, 1989.” The photo shows Sarkozy, center, then deputy general
secretary of the rightist RPR party, in front of the Berlin wall, the day it came down. PHOTO: AFP
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1.chip /fip/ v

R (giaol zao2) » I (da3 po4)

Bl: Can you tell me who chipped the vase in the corridor?
(R ASERIEEFTIRE 5 E B LBITEHRIE <)

2.joyous /'dgpores/ adj.

ERARBY (huan xin1 de5)

BI: Maxwell's wedding was a joyous occasion until his ex-girlfriend showed
up.
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3.influx /nflaks/ n.

B (yong3 jind)

Bl: The park was too small to cope with a sudden influx of so many
visitors.
CEEREBHA) » EEBINRABENAIES <)

4. recount /r'kavnt/ v.

B3l (miao2 shud)

Bl: It's always interesting to hear Leo recount his experiences in the army.
EBTRBLEEEBEORETHE )

5. graffiti /gra‘fity n.

ZI5 (tu2 yal)

Bl: We're still no nearer to finding a solution for preventing graffiti on the
subway.
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rench President Nicolas Sarkozy

shared his memories of the fall of the

Berlin Wall, telling his Facebook fans
he chipped away at the concrete slabs
with a pickaxe on Nov. 9, 1989.

Sarkozy posted his personal account
before heading to Berlin to join European
leaders for joyous celebrations marking
the 20th anniversary of the collapse of the
wall.

The president recounted that he
traveled to Berlin from Paris on the morn-
ing of Nov. 9 after hearing the first news
reports of the mass influx of East Ger-
mans to West Berlin.

Then a 34-year-old member of par-
liament, Sarkozy was with other French
politicians who headed straight for the
Brandenburg gates “where an enthusias-
tic crowd had gathered to welcome the
looming opening of the Wall.”

“We then headed for Checkpoint Char-
lie to see the eastern side of the city and
finally confront this wall and | was able to
take a pickaxe to it,” recounted Sarkozy.

“Around us, families were gathering to
knock down the cement. Some shared
their feelings with us, their new ambitions
and their emotions after decades of sepa-
ration,” he added.

“The night continued in a climate of
general enthusiasm: the German people
were reunited, heralding the end of the
Cold War and the beginning of a period of
great freedom in Europe.

“It is this freedom that we are still de-
fending in Europe and that we are cel-
ebrating 20 years on,” wrote Sarkozy.

A picture of a younger Sarkozy standing
next to an unidentified man and chipping
away at the graffiti-pocked Berlin Wall
was posted on his Facebook page.  (AFP)
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Below: French President Nicolas Sarkozy deliv-
ers a speech during the ceremony to award the
Fondation Chirac Conflict Prevention Prize at
Sorbonne University in Paris, on Nov. 6 2009.
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