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Taboos and traditions nfe among Tainan aquafarmers
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sold a batch of juvenile shrimp to a customer. Before the cus-
tomer would allow the shrimp into his farm, he set up an altar
and censer to purify the shrimp.

Wang says that he does not really believe in the taboos and
customs but respects those of others. He does not enter others’
farms unless he is invited, saying that this is the basic courtesy a
shrimp farmer should have. Not to mention that this can avoid
others from blaming their failure on his visit.

(LIBERTY TIMES, TRANSLATED BY EDDY CHANG)
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nor does he like to visit others’ farms.

According to Lee Chin-hsing, a shrimp farmer in his 40s, one
accident is a coincidence, but five accidents are not. He says he
once invested almost NT$1 million in his farm, but his shrimp
died within three days. After suffering such losses, he says he
has no choice but to practice these strange shrimp customs.

ainan’s highly developed aquaculture industry was once

the home of Taiwan’s so-called “tiger shrimp kingdom.”

But running a profitable tiger shrimp farm is fraught with
difficulties, so a proliferation of unusual taboos and customs
have sprung up among shrimp farmers. One of the most
common is a prohibition on visiting other farmers’ farms.

While shrimp farming taboos vary from farm to farm, some Funerals, women who are menstruating and mothers who fhig » {’@7{(7@1:,’;1‘% BESEIIANZR  BIED » BEIRA
are widespread such as the bans on families in mourning, fu-  have given birth within the previous month are considered bad A &IR » EESEARREEHEE ﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁ{m)\éﬁg%,ﬁﬂﬁzﬁ
neral planners and women. luck. And as far as Lee is concerned, he doesn't like his own wife  #3%psg - (BmESBREETRE)

Yet this is just the tip of the iceberg. Some farmers use
incense to purify their pools after receiving visitors, while others
obtain charms from temples to bring good luck and keep the
water pure. Some go even further and believe they should raise
“fierce fish” in order to restrain divine “shrimp soldiers and crab
generals” in the water.

Tsai Ching-nan, 63, a shrimp farmer who raises white shrimps
and milk fish in Siangong Borough of Tainan City says that he
always practices such customs, adding that it is important to
believe in divinity. He does not like others to visit his farm, and
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1. proliferation /pra,lifa’refon/  n.

BB (i1 zeng1)

Bi: There has been a proliferation of horror movies this
year.
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2.divine /do'vain/ adj.

BB (shen2 xing4 de5)

Bl: According to most religions, the universe was created by
a divine being.
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3.batch /bzy/ n.

—HE (yid pi1)

Bl: The latest batch of games will be arriving soon.
(BR—HBEAARREE )

to inquire about goings-on at the farm.

However, Lin Mei-fang, a female shrimp farmer, laughs at
the so-called women taboo. She says that women are working
at many of the farms now. Without their help, over half of the
farms would close down.

Wang Kuang-jung, who is also in his 40s, says that Tainan'’s
cultivation of tiger shrimps actually reached its climax about
20 years ago. Since then, cultivation has become more difficult,
sparking new traditions that previous generations of farmers
didn't have. He recalls one eye-opening experience when he

Left: Workers tend the nets on a fish farm in the Annan district of Tainan
City in this undated photo.

Below: An undated aerial picture of aquaculture farms in Tainan’s coastal
area. PHOTOS: TSAI WEN-CHU, TAIPEI TIMES
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the tip of the iceberg
KU—F

Something that is the tip of the iceberg is a just a small
part of a larger issue, in the same way that real icebergs have
90 percent of their mass hidden under water.

Example: “You might think it's OK to let people arrive late
to class, but to me that’s just the tip of the iceberg.”
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