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Riverside art:

the Sheltering Sky Art Associa-  featureless concrete walls into a work
tion have breathed new lifeinto  of art.
the murky and cold flood defense walls Their first mural, titled Re-appearance
along the Tamsui River in the Dadao-  of the Great River, was made possible
cheng area of Taipei City. Through  with small donations from members
their dedication and effort, three mu-  and a subsidy of more than NT$400,000
rals spanning 112m were completed,  from Taipei City Government’s Depart-
not only brightening the view for pas-  ment of Cultural Affairs. To ensure the
sers-by, but also rekindling the past art lasts several decades at least, they
elegance of the historical area. decided to use mosaics and hired a
Sheltering Sky is located on Huanho  mosaic art master from Yingge in Tai-
North Road next to the Tamshui River  pei County to help transform the wall.
and currently has more than 30 mem- The process of creating a mosaic mu-
bers. On the roof garden of the studio,  ral was complex. After Bo finished the
members can gaze out at the pictur-  design for the wall, members worked
esque view of the river. But the beauty  together on the project. Each mosaic
of the riverbanks has been blemished  took at least a year from start to finish.

g group of art-loving women from  an attempt to turn the dark, filthy and

by the flood defense walls and ele- After the first mosaic was well-re-
vated highways and gradually forgot-  ceived, Sheltering Sky made a second
ten about. one two years ago, titled Beyond the

“Why do flood defense walls have  Skyline, at the entrance of Minsheng
to be so ugly?” says Bo Yin-ping, anart ~ West Road with financial support from
teacher from Sheltering Sky. She lived  the Department of Cultural Affairs. The
in New York City for a long time before  third one, titled Rebirth of Elegance, was
moving back to Taipei several years created next to the Dadaocheng wharf.
ago. She says every time she sees the  Local residents and children were in-
dark walls, she sighs and thinks that vited to try fitting mosaic pieces in as
the river and the life of people should  part of their contribution to the devel-
A not be separated. In particular, the  opment of their neighborhood.
e Dadaocheng area was the first to be “It is not only an effort to beautify

w developed in Taipei due to the water-  the environment, but also a resolution
borne trade on the Tamsui River, sothe  to rebuild the community,” Bo says.
scenery of the riverbanks should notbe ~ The mosaic walls have become public
allowed to pass into oblivion. works of art, bringing the beauty to

Sheltering Sky therefore decided to  everyone and representing the feeling
begin work on the dike wall across the  and care that local residents have for
street from its studio between Huanhe  the area.

North Road and Nanjing West Road in (LIBERTY TIMES, TRANSLATED BY THEODORE YANG)
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