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Secrets of the King Cobra

Above: A king cobra stretched out on a surgical table being

prepared before the procedure.

Right: Close up of a hooded king cobra.

Right below: A king cobra being inserted with an implant.
PHOTOS COURTESY OF NATIONAL GFOGRAPHIC CHANNEL
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1. hypnotic /hip’natik/ adj.
{EEBREY (cuil mian2 des)

2. cannibalism /k&nabl,1zam/ n.
[@%EMBE (tong? leid xiang1 shi2)

3. domain /do’‘men/ n.
Bt (ling2 tu3)

4. cower /'kava/ v.
4B (weid suol)

5. labyrinth /lzbs,rind/ n.
KSZ (mi2 gongl)

6.shed /fzd/ n.
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is the king of serpents: unblink-
H e ing, hypnotic, deadly and hun-

gry for his own kind. Towering
over a wild, yet vulnerable kingdom, the king
cobra, the largest venomous snake in the
world, is powerful enough to kill a full-grown
elephant, yet we know almost nothing about
it. But that’s about to change. Two king co-
bras, each surgically implanted with tracking
devices, are leading researchers deep into
the jungle and into a mysterious world of
snake-on-snake violence, cannibalism and
surprising tenderness. Follow these pioneer-
ing serpents into their quickly disappearing
realms, revealing secret lives no human has
ever seen before.
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In the sun-dappled forests of India, a rat
snake tastes the air for the scent of his prey.
So intent is the rat snake on his victim, he fails
to notice the king. This is his domain and
the king cobra’s favorite meal is rat snake.
So a second hunt begins. The rat snake sees
his mistake — but it's too late. The hooded
hunter looms and the rat snake cowers. The
king seems to contemplate his move — a mis-
take. There's an intruder in the kingdom. The
rat snake uses the distraction to make his es-
cape and the king's dinner will have to wait.
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The king cobra grows up to almost five
and a half meters and has ruled the forests
of India for millions of years. But this ancient
creature lives in an increasingly human world
and its kingdom grows smaller every year.
King cobras reside throughout
Indonesia, Malaysia and
much of Southeast
Asia. But a moun-

tain range

along India’s
southwest
coast, known
as the West-
ern Ghats, has
perhaps the
highestdensity
of king cobras
in the world. The
Ghats are one of the
wettest places on earth.
Vast quantities of India’s wa-
ter runs through its labyrinth of
rivers and waterways, endless water
providing for limitless life and count-
less species. All this life ensures a chain
of never-ending death.
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But it's the king cobra that rules these
forests. It can live up to 30 years of age and
never stops growing. To accommodate this
endless growth the king must shed its skin
four to six times a year. The first sign is when
its eyes become cloudy from a milky secretion
released to help separate old skin from new.
When its eyes clear it begins shedding. It can
take up to 10 days to scrape the used flakes
of itchy, irritable skin free. It's an anxious
time in the life of a snake and a bad time to
seek out the company of humans. But houses
offer warmth, shelter and a choice of hid-
ing places. It seeks only solitude, but packs
enough venom to kill a human many times

over. And if disturbed it will defend itself
with fatal consequences.
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Tune in tomorrow at 8pbm to learn more about
this magnificent yet deadly creature.
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