Monster classes probe new
vein of scholarship
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ost college students put in a monster
M study session or two. Marina Levina’s

students get to spend sessions study-
ing monsters.

The course, “Film Topics: Monster Movies,” at
the University of California, Berkeley, is one of
a number around the country that mix scares
and scholarship, using zombies, vampires and
other ogres to study popular culture.

And, no, it's not a frightfully easy course, says
Levina.

“For a lay person, | suppose it does sound
like, 'What? Do you watch horror films all day?”
she says. “But it's a really tough class. Students
don’t automatically do well in it because it does
involve a lot of serious theory.”

The class, an elective open to mass com-
munication/media studies majors, has space
for 50 students and fills up quickly. Students
watch monster films and write about what the
creatures represent.

They also make their own monster films as a
final project.

As Halloween approached, the class was
studying zombies, looking at the horrors they
have represented.

In the 1980s, for instance, zombies personi-
fied mindless consumerism. After the Sept.
11 attacks, the raging undead represent “this
post-apocalyptic nightmare where we lose
control,” Levina says.

Not the most attractive characters, zombies
mostly want to destroy humanity and have
developed disturbing eating habits — they
picked up a taste for brains in Return of the Liv-
ing Dead.

Vampires, on the other hand, are “sexy and
hot, they are those things that we would like to
be ourselves but can't be,” says Levina.

Students find the gore curriculum
thought-provoking.

“It's my favorite class, even though it is theory
heavy,” said Azeta Hatef, one of Levina's stu-
dents, perhaps summing up what really sends
a shiver down the spine of many students
— the prospect of serious study.
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Top: A villager dressed as a zombie attends a practice
session in Gourin, in Western France, on Oct. 25, 2009,
just before the start of the Thrill The World 2009
event, a global celebration of Michael Jackson.
Left: A man dressed like a zombie tries to frighten visi-
tors during a Halloween party at Frankenstein Castle,
about 30km south of Frankfurt, on Oct. 23, 2009.
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1. elective /r'lektiv/

~

EIZERIZ (xuan3 xiul ke4 cheng?)
Bl: It's a good idea to take time choosing your electives.
(TERSRAIEERIZRLLELS )

2. consumerism /kan’sjumarizm/ n.

BB EE (xiaol feid zhu3 yid)

Bl:  Consumerism is sometimes blamed for many of society’s
problems.
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3. curriculum  /ka'rikjslom/ n.

FR1Z (ke4 cheng?)

#l: The curriculum has been designed to challenge all students, regard-
less of their level.
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send a shiver down your spine
BRABBHR

If something sends a shiver down your spine, it scares you.

Examples: “I have to confess that the thought of touching a snake
sends a shiver down my spine,” or “Reggie is really creepy — every
time he looks at me it sends a shiver down my spine.”
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