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Blundering Prince Philip at 1t again

Britain’s Prince Philip listens to speeches during the opening of
the Supreme Court of the United Kingdom in London, Oct. 16,
2009. PHOTO: REUTERS

TR1B REFHBRITRARERS IHESILER

LODAYESIWORDS

<88 =
= A [ »r

1.influential /nflo’enfal /  ad.
27189 (you3 ying2 xiang3 li4 de5)

Bl: It might be useful to make some connections with influential businesspeople.
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2. coincide /koin‘said/ v.

[BBF3E4E (tong2 shi2 fal sheng1)

Bl: The party was scheduled to coincide with the launch of a new product.
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3.abolish /o’baly/ v.

BEBR (fei4 chu2)

BI: The majority of lawmakers voted to abolish inheritance tax.
(ZEIERTENEBREER <)

ritain’s Prince Philip has proven
Byou can’t teach an old dog

new tricks by making a gaffe
with a British-Indian business leader
about his name, a newspaper said.

During a reception at Buckingham
Palace for some 400 influential Brit-
ish Indians, the husband of Queen Eliz-
abeth Il greeted Atul Patel by glancing
at his name tag and saying: “There’s a
lot of your family in tonight.”

According to the Sun newspaper,
the comment appeared to suggest
that all Patels are related. Patel is a
common Indian surname, and there
are an estimated 670,000 Patels living
in Britain, the tabloid said.

A spokesman for Patel, who is chief
executive of leading housing associa-
tion the LHA-Asra group, said no of-
fence was taken by the remark.

“Absolutely no offence was taken at
all by Atul. It was taken in a very light
hearted way,” the spokesman told the
newspaper.

The reception was held to coincide

with Indian name gafte

FEIEEHE RBH DR

FERHA LR B R

with the state visit of Indian President
Pratibha Patil who arrived in Britain
last Monday.

Patil will this week join Queen Eliza-
beth Il to launch the baton relay for
the 2010 Commonwealth Games in
New Delhi.

The prince’s comment was con-
demned by Republic, a group cam-
paigning to abolish the monarchy, as
“deeply embarrassing.”

“Making a joke about people called
Patel is deeply embarrassing given the
timing of the Indian state visit. At best
it's a comment that shows he's out
of touch and out of date,” said the
group’s spokesman Graham Smith.

The 88-year-old prince is well
known for undiplomatic off-hand
remarks, which have included: “Still
throwing spears?” (a question to an
Australian Aborigine during a 2002
visit) and “You managed not to get
eaten, then?” (to a student who had
been trekking in Papua New Guinea,
1998). (AFP)
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you can't teach an old dog new tricks

ZNERSHIER, NTHE

You say you can't teach an old dog new tricks to mean that it’s difficult to get old
people to learn new things or change habits and ideas.

Examples: “My grandson suggested that | attend a night class on computers, but
you can’t teach an old dog new tricks,” or “They say you can’t teach an old dog new
tricks but my aunt was over 70 when she started learning Russian.”
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