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And they’re under
starter’s orders

BYHO YI
STAFF REPORTER

For local cineastes, the highlight
of the year is just around the
corner as the 2009 Golden Horse
Film Festival (2009&t&E2E)
gets set to show more than 200
feature, documentary, short and
animation films from around the
world starting Thursday evening.

The lineup includes the
festival’s popular LGBT program,
films about Joy Division, Patti
Smith, Sid Vicious of the Sex
Pistols as well as a section
featuring digitally restored
masterpieces including Jean-Luc
Godard’s 1965 Pierrot le Fou and
1948’s The Red Shoes.

This year’s directors in
focus are Japan’s Jun Ichikawa,
who passed away last year,
and American director John
Cassavetes, whose films are
relatively unknown in Taiwan.

This edition of the Golden
Horse turns the spotlight on
various film professionals this
year, screening films made by
cinematographer Mark Ping-bing
Lee (#//#4) and starring French
actress Isabelle Huppert. Both

Cheng Wen-tang's Tears will open the 2009 Golden Horse Film Festival next Thursday

evening.

will attend the event.

Award-winning works from
this year’s Cannes, Venice and
Berlin film festivals are on
the bill, as are the latest flicks
by world renowned directors
including Michael Haneke’s
The White Ribbon, Jane
Campion’s Bright Star, Sweet
Rush by Andrzej Wajda and The
Dust of Time by Theodoros
Angelopoulos.

The three-week long festival
runs from Thursday through Nov.
26 at Shin Kong Cineplex (¥t
#), 36 Xining S Rd, Taipei City
(BALrrisERE365%) and Vie Show
Cinema, Xinyi district ({5 &%
#), 18 Songshou Rd, Taipei City
(BALiiteEa185%).

Individual tickets cost NT$230
per screening (NT$200 for
students with ID and people with
disabilities). A booklet of tickets
costs NT$2,900 for 15 screenings,
available through ERA ticket
outlets or at www.ticket.com.tw.

For more information, visit
the festival’s bilingual Web site at
www.goldenhorse.org.tw
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YONFAN (#/\L)

WING FAN (E1EZ) AS DING
KE-CHIANG, JOSEPH CHANG
(3= %) AS SUN HAN-SUN, TERRI KWAN
(B478) AS MADAME OU-YANG LIU,
ZHU XUAN (51iE) AS PING,
LIN YO-WEI (#1{6/) AS MASTER QIU

122 MINUTES

IN MANDARIN WITH CHINESE AND
ENGLISH SUBTITLES

TODAY
PHOTO COURTESY OF WARNER BROS

History repeats itself as farce

Yonfan’s overly self-conscious ‘Prince of Tears’ treats the White Terror period with a
glib sentimentality that can best be described as political terror as soap opera

BY IAN BARTHOLOMEW
STAFF REPORTER

The story centers on Sun (Joseph Chang,
3%#%), a handsome and loyal Air Force
officer who lives with his second wife Ping
(Zhu Xuan, %) in what must be one of the
neatest little veterans’ villages, or juan cun
(#&#1), ever to have been built. They have
two daughters, one by his previous wife.

A close family friend Ding (Wing Fan, Jifi#
{#) has a bit of a yen for Ping, but spends
most of the movie with a sour look and a
Phantom of the Opera facial disfigurement
that is so profoundly fake that one expects
him to take it off at any time.

The idyllic life of Sun and his
wife begins to unwind when they fall
under suspicion of being Communist
sympathizers. Sun is taken off and shot,
while Ping secures her safety by marrying
Ding, who is implicated in her husband’s
death. In this harsh world, compromises
need to be made.

Sun’s youngest daughter is close
friends with the daughter of Madame
Ou-Yang Liu (Terri Kwan, ##%), a former
girlfriend of Sun’s, and possibly a former

costumes, and Joseph Chang is also likely
to find an appreciative audience, but this
is all pop idol glam-infused camera work
without even a hint of depth.
Yonfan tries for a mood of tragedy,
but what he ends up with is a sort of high
camp period drama that cares more about
recreating a mythology and wallowing
in nostalgia than it does about looking
at the past. In an interview quoted in the
publicity materials, Yonfan said that he did
not re-create the period. “I create with my
memories of the past and make something
that you have never seen before,” he said.
If that was his goal, then Prince of
Tears may be accounted a success of
sorts, but for the most part it is turgid
stuff made worse by its artistic and
historical pretensions. Some of the most
interesting footage is the documentary
material — recordings, film and photos
— that plays at the opening of the film and
accompanies the credits at the end. This
at least seems to be about something more
than Yonfan's own fevered imaginings.

he White Terror is one of the most

fraught and controversial episodes

in Taiwanese history, and the

fact that it has been picked as the
setting for Hong Kong-based Taiwanese
director Yonfan's (#/1) lushly romantic
period drama Prince of Tears (IRET)
is arguably in rather dubious taste, an
offense the director aggravates with a glib
sentimentality that can best be described as
political terror as soap opera.

Putting aside this fundamental

issue, which may well be sufficient to
put some people off the film, it is only
fair to say that the visual aesthetic is
not uninteresting (relying heavily on
supersaturated colors and airbrush effects
that Taiwan’s wedding photographers
are likely to appreciate), though so self-
consciously artistic that it often loses
touch with any sense of reality and at
L times verges on self-parody.
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lover of Ping’s. She is now married to a
general, but has dark secrets hidden in her
past. And this is just the tip of a very large
and murky iceberg. It is remarkable that
although Prince of Tears is supposedly
based on, or at least inspired, by a real
story, every transition seems contrived,
and the emotional responses of the
characters are often rather bewildering.

A narrated voiceover by the director
keeps the plot on track, and also relieves
the cast from the painful necessity of
acting out the story. Ou-Yang looks
an absolute dish in her lavish period
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US based company Looking for

Service engineers

to support CD-SEM equipment in Taiwan.
Person must have experience with semiconductor
equipment service.

Experience with SEM, FIB or electron optics preferred.
Person must be motivated, reliable and customer service
oriented.

Please send resume to
suresh.biligiri@beamservices.com

CHAMPION TRAVEL SERVICE

Interlink Travel EREMRITRE e

Super Star Travel, eL: 02) 27216018

~Total Quality Service~ KYENYEIBE | HONG KONG NTS 4,200 Hi! all my foreign friends in Taiwan
PROMOTION AIR TICKET FARES (EXCLUDING TAXES) NT$ MACAU NTS 4,200 If your travel agent can not offer U
Macau /Hong Kong | 4,000/4,500§ Seoul 5,300 /Cape Town 23200 | BANGKOK NTS 5,500 flight seat for back home on X'mas
Manila / kuala Lumpur| 4400 | Ho Chi Minh / Hanoi 7,800 JHonolulu/ W.C. 18,600] | SEOUL NTS 4,900 e
Bangkok / Singapore | 4 900/6,800 | Osaka / Tokyo 7,900 JVancouver / New York 119,800 / 24,500 SHANGHAI NT$ 7,300 " - v . "Y v
Xiamen / Xian 5,200/13,500] New Delhi/ Bombay 12,800 | Europe 19,800 | SYDNEY NT$ 15,700 The canlylbirciticke i _cheapest
Shanghai/ Beijing | 8,500110,000 Australia / Fif 15,000/24,000]Round the World g8,800| | VANCOUVER NT$ 18,800 janet-superstar@1b.hinet.net
*#*NEW*** PROMOTION PACKAGES (EXCLUDING TAXES) ***NEW*** Hgﬁ ‘EAESS; (é(c))ﬁss; mg ;;gggﬂ:
Hong Kong 2D1N From 5,000 Tokyo /Osaka 2D1N | From 9,200/9,400 EUROPE NT$ 1 8’800UP
Macau 2D1N From 6,000 Cebu /Boracay / Manila | 3D2N | From 7,400/9,100/9,200 N ’
Seoul 2D1N__| From 8.200 Bangkok 302N_| From 8,100 All prices shown exclude taxes
Okmawa_ 2D1N From 9,000 Chiang Mai 3D2N | From 9,800 3F-4, No. 112, Chungshan N. Rd., Sec.
Shanghai 3D2N From 12,200 Phuket / Krabi 3D2N | From 10,300/ 11,000 2 Taipei (Emrqnce Door At Lane 1 '\6)
*EANEW*** LOCAL TOUR PACKAGES IN TAIWAN-Please call for further information. !

AdtmhEILEge8sR1 1182 —

Tel: (02) 2561-6250, Fax: (02) 2521-3091

E-mail: Janice@champion-travel.com.tw

TAIPHleIME

E-mail: interlink@interlink.com.tw
http://www.interlink.com.tw

11Fl., No. 68, Kuang-Fu N. RD., Taipei
Tel: (02) 2578-0611 Fax: (02) 2577-1276

@ COURSE

Teach English Legally

TES OL College

GET TESOL CERTIFICATION IN 5 DAYS
(1) 5 Sunday classes schedule :November 15 to December 13th 2009

Downtown Taipei & TienMu
Area apartments for rent

Global

or call 408-497-4498 in USA

Requirements:

wear is essential.

the targets and goals.

We are a fast-growing Australian-owned
garment company. Based in Ningbo, China.

Looking for an experienced

Production Manager

1.5 or more years work experience in garment production
management in swimwear, sportswear or lycra based active

2.Excellence in production planning and management.
3.Can lead the production team to work in harmony to achieve

4.Be an active part of the management team to promote the
company and it’s integrity to all stakeholders.

5.Excellent communication and personal skills are a must.

6.Fluent in both Chinese- Mandarin and English

7.Continually optimize the production. Improve the productivity
and efficiency of the enterprise

Please submit your resume to kavenz@etex.com.au
in both English and Chinese if possible.

China Great Wall Mar‘athon
BB 4 A vk R
15" May 2010

Run to see the world at:
www.freedomtorun.net

assemble electric products for Western-North Europe Market

(2) 5 days Int hedule: D ber 7t to D ber13th | 2009 0 ﬁj&ﬁ%ﬁ%’\j—ﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁiﬁﬁ.%

ays Intensive schedule: December 7" to December BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 10 ﬁ% 9163 o

anneyjhsu@gmail.com (02)2521- -0212 BVI BUSINESS COMPANIES ACT T 151 Egﬁ%aﬁ\ﬁ E@:%%
ESSENCE RESOURCES LTD. 91 6B EL L o

In Voluntary Liquidation %i %ﬁﬁg%&?ﬁ%ﬁ Eﬁ%

Notice is hereby given that in % ; ? N %ﬁgaﬁ gﬁgagﬂgﬁiﬁﬁz

T || 02 2656 1000 accordance with Section 204 (1) (b) of 2H 7105 FEABe s /A AR E SR

e ' - the BVI Business Companies Act: $§@§E§ﬁ§§%§% o VU~ RSB RN R

477 VIATOR & VEKTOR=—

Company Viator & Vektor Located near Praha Centrum
and experience to work with Asian Electric company to

a) ESSENCE RESOURCES LTD. is in
dissolution;
b) The date of commencement of the
dissolution is 2 October 2009; and
c) Harry J. Thompson of Columbus
Centre, P.O. Box 4428, Road
Town,Tortola, British Virgin Islands is
the appointed Liquidator.
= =

ext. 1412, 1410, 1411
Fax: (02) 2656-1006

TAIPEI=TIMES

(> SERVICE

Sweet Dream

Premium Aromatherapy
Gentle and Satisfying massage
2 hours NT$3,000
CoCo (02) 2755-1980
No.305, Sec. 3, Chung Hsiao E. Rd., Taipei

For details, please contact as below:
Company Name: Viator & Vektor s.r.o.
Company Add: Nadrazni203 250 64
Mesice u Prahy Czech Republic
Telephone No: +420 283 981 957
Fax No: +420 283 981 943
E-Mail add: vanfan@ centrum.cz
Contact person:Mr.Harris/Mr.Fan

R BRI EELRRAYEE M X TIBRFS
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Looking for satisfaction?
Let our Delightful and
Lovely young masseuse

Gently Soothe your Body!
Emily:(02)-2777-1003

Are you missing it?
We have just what you need =
Sweet charmimg girls

PYCNOGENOLR

Sauce for preparing tobacco.
(RRRERHBRE - )
Impregnation products for cigarette filters.

(BIEEEE>EaE - ) Sabrina Shr Masseuse

waiting just for you !

Victona:(02)2773-0555

We are Your Fantasy
Let us come into your dreams

ALL BUSINESS MEN!

Integrated Chinese Accupressure, Swedish, The BEST SPECIAL s : inéin dsn raép tasm
and Thai techniques. Professional Relaxing. MASSAGE AND SERVICE The most exciting evening o 80
Horphag Research Management SA Rejuvenating NTS$ 1,800/hr: IN TOWN Only for you
Avenue Louis-Casai 71 Meyrin Switzerland Tel: (02) 2778-8718 CALL NOW Sandy:02'8674'2772

No. 2, Sec. 4, Chung Hsiao E. Rd., Taipei

YUKI Tel: 8671-2001
V.I1.P Massage

For complete relaxing
Excellent service by
attentive masseuse

Judy (02) 8773-5300

http://www.horphag.com No. 436, Chang Chun Rd., Taipei

Sweet Angels
Staff selected for
beauty & good massage
Perfect choice for businessman.

Special Massage
For complete relaxing.
multi-language speaking
Attentive massage available!
Jessica & Wendy

SN Securily Cownrnac II SE™

Reach your target markets!
Call us today for
advertisement placements.

Happy enjoyable massage.
Helen : (02) 2784-6622
13, lane 16, Sec. 1, Daan Rd.

(02) 8773-5505

No.73, Sec.1, Fuhsing S. Rd. Taipei

SKYPE : lovemn58

| You expect the best?
We have the best!
And the best special massage
In Taipei!
Maggie & ELLA
(02) 2779-0822.

Tonight's Your Night
A night to remember!!
Relaxing,Exotic,Dream
invite us in.
Emily: 02-8674-2803
No. 295, Chung Hsiao E.,Rd.,
Sec. b, Taipei

Magic Touch

Pleasant and relaxing
body rub massage
Misty,(02) 2778-2061

UNFORGETTABLE
SERVICE!!!

All business men! to enjoy the

magic touch by our charming
& attentive masseuse

AIKO: 2700-0509




