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Kainan High School
succeeds in

=i breeding axolotls

Top: An axolotl bred at the Kainan High School of Commerce and Industry in Taipei pictured
on Oct. 9, 2009.

Above: Kuo Yan-chih points at axolotls in aquarium tanks at Taipei City’s Kainan High School
on Oct. 9, 2009. PHOTOS: FANG PIN-CHAQ, LIBERTY TIMES
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1.aquatic /o’kwatik/ adj.

ZKEEBY (shui3 shengl deb)

Bl: An amazing diversity of aquatic life can be found in this lake.
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2. collaborate /ko'lebs,ret/ v.
B1E (he2 zuo4)

Bl: We're hoping to collaborate with a local printer to help us get the brochures

ready.
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3. external /ik’stznal/ adj.
NEBBY (wai4 bu4 des)

Bl: Our last marketing director resigned due to external pressures from outside the

company.
FHPIRHETIRICIERE R R Z EIRERTNEEET] )

&

xolotls are native to Mexico and
Aare among the top 10 of the

world’s most endangered spe-
cies. The creatures, which some people
call “six-horned dinosaurs,” are a focus
of interest because of their unusual
appearance and their remarkable abil-
ity to regenerate limbs. Over the past
few years, the aquatic animal and plant
laboratory of Kainan High School of
Commerce and Industry, a privately
run school in Taipei City, has success-
fully researched techniques for breeding
them in captivity. As the next step, the
laboratory will collaborate with National
Taiwan University’s Institute of Biotech-
nology to do research on how the ani-
mals regenerate their limbs.

“My goodness! What an ugly fish!”
“What do you mean? It's really cute!”
Kainan High School’s aquatic animal and
plant laboratory has in recent times suc-
cessfully bred several hundred axolotls
of various varieties — white ones, yellow
ones, black ones. Some of them look like
salamanders, others like plumed basilisk
lizards, and they often bring out con-
trasting reactions among the students.

Kuo Yan-chih, who is in charge of the
aquatic animal and plant laboratory, says
axolotls are in fact a kind of salaman-
der. Some people call them “six-horned
dinosaurs,” the “six horns” referring to
the three pairs of external gills on either
side of their faces, which they use to
“breathe.” Axolotls originally come
from Xochimilco Lake in central Mexico,

Two axolotls of different colors pictured in an aquarium tank at the Kainan High School of Commerce
PHOTO: FANG PIN-CHAO, LIBERTY TIMES

and Industry in Taipei on Oct. 9, 2009.
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where they were once a favorite food of
local gourmands. Because of habitat pol-
lution and invasion by alien species, few
individuals still live in the wild. Axolotls
are now classified by the Washington
Convention as a category two (critically
endangered) species, and the magazine
American Scientist listed them among the
10 kinds of animals that are on the verge
of extinction. Kuo says that in the past
people in Taiwan did not know much
about axolotls, but they have been suc-
cessfully bred in captivity for many years
in the US and Japan, where they are
commonly kept as pets. Last year the
Taiwanese edition of American Scientist
featured axolotls on its front cover and
carried an article about the creatures,
which can regenerate various parts of
their bodies. This aroused more curiosity
about the animals.

Conditions for breeding axolotls are
rigorous. Over the past couple of years,
Kuo has managed to establish a set of
standard procedures, such as keeping
the water temperature at 17°C when
the animals are breeding and keeping
the water clean to improve their sur-
vival rate. Kuo says that the lab, which
started out with two dozen “six-horned
dinosaurs,” now has nearly a thousand
of them, occupying almost all the lab’s
aquarium tanks. This gives Yang quite
a sense of achievement. The only tough
part is feeding the axolotls their daily
meal, which takes two to three hours.
“Luckily they only eat one meal a day,”
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Kuo says. (LIBERTY TIMES, TRANSLATED BY JULIAN CLEGG)
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