Silhouettes of visitors enter-
ing the installation How It Is,
top, a woman looking up at
the installation, above, and
the artist Miroslaw Balka pos-
ing for photos, above right, at
the Tate Modern in London,

on Oct. 12, 2009.
PHOTOS: REUTERS, EPA, AFP
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In the black:

London art exhibit claims
first victim
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pitch-black art installation in London
Aclaimed its first victim on the opening

day as a man walked straight into a
wall.

How It Is, by Polish artist Miroslaw Balka,
opened to the public last week in the huge
Turbine Hall of the Tate Modern gallery.

More than 12,500 people visited, with one
person attended to by first aid staff, Tate said
when asked about the incident.

London’s Evening Standard newspaper said
the hapless visitor ended up with egg on
his face when he hit the back wall and was
escorted away with blood on his suit and a
lump on his nose before being treated by first
aid staff.

The installation is a steel box, resembling a
giant shipping container.

Accessed by a ramp, it measures 30m long,
13m high and 10m wide.

The work is lined with light-absorbing mate-
rial, meaning visitors can see nothing but black-
ness when inside.

A spokeswoman for the Tate galleries told
AFP that more than 12,500 people visited the
new installation on its opening day.

“There has been one incident in the instal-
lation and the visitor was attended to immedi-
ately by staff trained in first aid,” she said.

“Tate takes issues of health and safety very
seriously.”

The Tate Modern gallery, founded in 2000
in a disused power station on the south bank
of the River Thames opposite Saint Paul’s Ca-
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thedral, attracts several million visitors per year
and is one of Britain's most popular tourist
attractions.

How It Is runs until April 5. (AFP)
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1.installation /,mnste’lefon/ n.
%88 (zhuang] zhid) egg on your face
Bl: The gallery's most recent installation has drawn crowds from e ER
around the world.
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2. hapless /haplis/ adj. humiliated.

ERALSHY (yun4 qi4 bud hao3 des) Examples: “George ended up with egg on his face when he failed
#l: Nobody offered any sympathy to the hapless victim. to answer a single question correctly on a TV quiz,” or “Unless you quit
CEBEAHBSEBNZEERTEIE <) trying to impress Jennifer, you'll end up with egg on your face.”

3.disused /dis’juzd/ adj. EREA leggon their face) » MERSMEPIRENELNER
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apartment complex.
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