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‘World’s shortest man’ comes of

age in Nepal
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1.stature /'staetfo/ n.

53 (shen1 gaol)

BlI: Despite his short stature, Jerry went on to have a
successful basketball career.

(BIREEARISHE » BAIREINMEIRET - )

2.reject /ri'dgekt/ v

B (bo2 hui2)

B: Wallace's application to law school was rejected
twice, but he was eventually accepted.
(BT R EBEEBFBIE - BREMEEPFELT <)

3.adamant /adsmont/ adj.

EXTEBY (jian1 ding4 de5)

Bl: Despite evidence to the contrary, the suspect was
adamant that he was innocent.

(BEFEEE  PIFRIOEE2BMESEEL )

hagendra Thapa Magar from Nepal,
Kthought to be the world’s smallest

livingmanatjust 56cm, hasturned 18
and now hopes to be officially recognised
for his record stature.

Four years ago, Thapa had his applica-
tion for a Guinness World Record for the
smallest man rejected because at just 14
he was too young to qualify. But last week
he started adulthood and is now set to
submit another application.

“Now he has turned 18, we will forward
the necessary documents to Guinness of-
ficials,” Thapa’s father, Rup Bahadur Thapa
Magar, told AFP by telephone as the family
prepared for a birthday celebration.

Thapa’s father is adamant that his son
should be able to stand on his own two
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feet. “I want him to have a good future. |
want him to be educated and live an inde-
pendent life.

“When he was born he was so small he
could fit in the palm of your hand. But|am
proud to be his father. He has brought fame
not just for himself but for his country.”

According to a Web site set up by his
supporters, Thapa weighed only 600g at
birth and his hobbies include “playing with
pebbles” and “worshipping Buddha.”

The Guinness Book of Records Web site
lists the late Gul Mohammed of New Delhi
as the shortest adult human being ever, at
56cm.

The current record for world’s shortest
living man is held by He Pingping of China,
who is 73cm tall. (AFP)
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Left: In this picture taken on June 11, 2009, Khagendra Thapa Magar plays at his temporary residence in

Kathmandu. PHOTO: AFP
Below: Khagendra Thapa Magar is carried by a woman dressed in traditional outfit during a cultural event
of the ethnic Magar community in Kathmandu, Nepal, on Sept. 7, 2009. PHOTO: AP
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stand on your own two feet
BB+

If somebody stands on their own two feet, they
live an independent life without the support of any-
one else. In the article, Thapa's father wants his son to
stand on his own two feet.

Example: “Isn’t it time you stopped being so depen-
dent on your family and learned to stand on your own
two feet?”

BREA I'stand on their own two feet] - Bl
FIARFEMAESE - BHET - LXDIRE » BEHRRHE
fthEEeBIIETE -

HIa0 : MRERZEMBIBBERZERE » 2B\ IS
SEOBHES ¢ o



