Oyster omelet and meatball are the recipe for love
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rounds online. It all started when a woman visited Hsin-

chu’s Cheng Huang Temple for a snack with a friend. As
she chatted, she poked a chopstick into a meatball. At some
point during the conversation, she waved her hands too hard
and the meatball flew directly onto the oyster omelet of the
man sitting at the next table. Although she offered to buy him
a new meal, the man had other ideas and said to her, “Just
give me your MSN address as compensation.” Following this
unusual first encounter they fell in love and now a wedding
is on its way.

Hsinchu Mayor Lin Jung-tzer said that he would love to be
the presiding witness to the wedding if they agreed, and that
he would buy the couple a big box of five-color lucky meatballs
as a gift. He was looking for the two publicly, hoping that the
couple could contact him.

According to the owner of Chuang Chia, a café inside the
temple, only two cafes sold meatballs and oyster omelets.
Since all the tables were within spitting distance of each
other, such “flying meatballs” are a common sight, she said.
The owner added that although the two did not go back to the
café to announce their good news, the news of the wedding
was still warmly welcomed.

According to the Internet user who first broke the story, her
female friend visited her in Hsinchu three years ago. As a Hsin-
chu local, she took her friend to the temple for some snacks

Afascinating love story involving meatballs is doing the

— including oyster omelets, fried rice noodles, and meatball
soup.

Her friend’s habit was to poke a chopstick into a meatball
when biting it. When the conversation became animated she
started to wave her hands around, forgetting that the meatball
was loosely attached to her chopstick. The meatball flew off
and dropped on top of the oyster omelet of the man sitting at
the next table. She blushingly apologized and offered to get
him a new omelet. But rather than accept a replacement dish,
the cheeky chap asked her to “compensate” for his loss with
her MSN address, and surprisingly she acquiesced.

Not long ago, the friend announced that the “meatball cou-
ple” were intending to tie the knot next summer. The friend
also said that they would definitely offer meatball soup at
the wedding banquet, as well as Hsinchu meatballs as gifts to
all the wedding guests. She went on to say that as a Hsinchu
resident, she was proud to be able to promote the famous
meatballs of her hometown.  (LIBERTY TIMES, TRANSLATED BY EDDY CHANG)
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Top left: A photo of a meathall skewered to a chopstick, similar to the

one in the article.

Top right: A photo of a crowded restaurant at Cheng Huang Temple. The

owner says that it's not uncommon for meatballs to fly between tables.
PHOTOS: TSAI CHANG-SHENG, LIBERTY TIMES
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Bl: A chance encounter with a priest changed lan's life.

Bl: Katie becomes animated whenever she talks about Egypt.

Bl: We reluctantly acquiesced to Roland’s suggestion to play baseball.

of them.”
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within spitting distance

You are within spitting distance if you are very close to something. Like many
idioms, the meaning does not have to be literal.

Examples: “We were told the hotel would be within spitting distance of the
beach, but it turned out to be a 10 minute drive away,” or “Although he lived within
spitting distance of some of the best restaurants in the city, Kev seldom ate at any
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