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make flower pots that looked good, would be
easy to clean and would allow them to reuse
waste. They quickly collected tires from police
officers and friends and hung them on the
walls of the police station, where they now are
an eye-catching part of the landscape.

Pan says the Wangming police station is
both small and pretty, with a well in the garden
that gives it an old and simple look. The offic-
ers offered their ideas, and working together,
they used the “extraordinary gifts” brought by
Typhoon Morakot to create a new look for the
police station. They also asked a local painter
to paint the walls, thus turning the police
station into an attraction that has been well
received both by local residents and cyclists.

(TRANSLATED BY PERRY SVENSSON, LIBERTY TIMES)
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Police use typhoon debris oo
to decorate station
e JEb e SRS E ROl

he strong winds brought by Typhoon
TMorakot blew down bamboo forests in

the mountain areas of Tainan County,
and vehicles driving through flooded areas
had flats after their tires were pierced.

Bamboo and tire debris and waste materi-

als thrown up by the typhoon are now used
by police officers at the Wangming police sta-
tion in Yujing police precinct to decorate the
police station. They have put their heads

together to create a police station with an
elegant atmosphere.

When Wangming officers inspected the
mountain areas after the typhoon passed, they
found a lot of bamboo on the roads block-
ing traffic. They removed it, but in a moment
of inspiration, Pan Yung-hsin, chief officer
at the station, collected some bamboo sticks
to use it as free decorative material. Turning
waste into gold, officers used their do-it-your-

self talents and split the bamboo lengthwise
and used it together with some metal wire to
make the surroundings look better by cover-
ing plumbing and wires in the station’s toilets
and garden.

After the typhoon, several police cars had
to drive through water while carrying out their
duties. They often had their tires pierced by
debris and broke down in the water. After
repairs, some officers thought the tires would
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Above: An officer at Wangming Police Station points
to one of the tires that have become flower pots after
the Morakot disaster in this picture taken on Sept.
22,

Below: A toilet at Wangming Police Station in Tainan
County is decorated with bamboo gathered by po-
lice officers after the Morakot disaster in this picture
taken on Sept.22.  PHOTOS: YANG MEI-HUNG, TAIPEI TIMES
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1.debris /ds'bri/ n.
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Bl Police officers inspected the debris following an explosion
at a clothing factory.
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2.inspiration /,mnspa’refon/ n.
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B: Jack took a walk in the countryside in search of inspiration
for a new painting.
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3.landscape /lend,skep/ n.
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Bl: Jenny looked out her window at the bleak winter
landscape.
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4.resident /rezadant/ n.
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BI: The majority of residents are opposed to the new housing
development.
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put their heads together
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When people put their heads together, they get together
to discuss and think about something. In the article, the police
officers put their heads together to formulate a new design
for the police station.

Examples: “After putting their heads together, the direc-
tors realized that the only option was to declare bankruptcy,”
or “Why don’t you guys put your heads together and see if
you can figure out how to cut our energy bills?”
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