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British qirl banned from selling granny on eBay
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10-year-old British girl has been barred from try-

ing to sell her granny on eBay, who she com-

plained was “cuddly” but “annoying,” the auction
Web site said last week.

Zoe Pemberton wrote a light-hearted listing to sell
her 61-year-old grandmother Marion Goodall, of Clacton,
southeastern England, but eBay said the advert breached
human trafficking regulations.

“Obviously we have rules about the selling of people,”
said an eBay spokeswoman. “We had to take it down but
it was quite amusing.

“The little girl had described her grandmother as ‘an-
noying’ but had gone on to say she liked crosswords and
was ‘cuddly’ and there were quite a few offers.”

The spokeswoman added: “The advert was obviously
light-hearted and had been done with the full knowl-
edge of grandma — we do get these kind of things from
time to time.”

This is not the first time eBay has pulled items it
deemed unsuitable for sale.

In 2007 it withdrew a listing from a mentally ill lllinois

woman who put her four- and eight-year-old daughters
up for rent, apparently so she could get a couple of days’
peace and quiet.

And in December last year, a struggling British musi-
cian seeking funds to kick start his recording career put
his soul up for sale with a buy-it-now price of £700,000.
In return for his soul, the budding musician offered po-
tential buyers a share of future earnings and a 10 percent
cut of his will.

eBay promptly poured cold water on the scheme
and withdrew the ad, which violated its terms prohibit-
ing the sale of intangible items. (AFP WITH STAFF WRITER)
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Above: This Aug. 20, 2005 file photo shows the entrance of eBay
headquarters in San Jose, California. PHOTO: AFP
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1. traffic  /trefik/ v
858 (mai3 maid)

DIOMJPOINT

pour cold water on
):=FanPi

Bl: The police arrested several men they suspected of trafficking rare bird eggs.
(BT S HBIFERZHBEENRE )

2. budding /badmy/ adj.
FEBABY (zhan3 lu4 tou? jiao3 de5)

Bl The university will host a workshop for budding film directors tomorrow night.
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3.violate /vams,let/ V.

ER (wei2 fan3)

Bl: Norman was expelled from university for violating the plagiarism regulations.
(FSRARMERRERBEAIER » BEABRE )

You pour cold water on something if you try to discourage or prevent it from
happening. In the article, eBay poured cold water on the musician’s plan to sell his
soul.

Example: “I don't want to pour cold water on your plans, but don’t you think you
should do more research before launching the business?”
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