Merkel flash mob protest
becomes Internet hit
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swallow election campaign messages any-
more and we'll throw Merkel’s rubbish back
at her with an ironic ‘Yeaahh',” wrote Rene
Walter on the nerdcore.de blog.

At another demonstration in Mainz in
southwestern Germany, some 150 people, ap-
parently also summoned on the Internet,
mixed at the last minute with a crowd of
Merkel supporters to shout slogans against
nuclear power.

Merkel's Christian Democrats retained
power in last Sunday’s election, garnering 33.8
percent of the vote.

The full video can be seen at http://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=J_DRAIGbvUw.  (AfP)
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YouTube video featuring a “flash mob”
Aheckling German Chancellor Angela

Merkel at an election rally has been
watched by more than a quarter of a million
people.

The protest, held by dozens of people last
week in the northern city of Hamburg, had
participants shouting “Yeaahh” at every sen-
tence spoken by the conservative leader, in

the run up to last Sunday’s vote.

The video, which has already been viewed
by 282,000 people, also showed protesters
waving placards with the words: “All together:
Yeaahh”.

But despite the protestors’ best efforts to
get under the chancellor’s skin, Merkel
appeared unfazed by the interruptions and
carried on with her speech.

The activists apparently turned up at the
rally after someone posted a picture of Merkel
on the online picture-sharing Web site Flickr
along with an invitation to “flash mob” her in
Hamburg.

The notice was picked up by other Web
sites and Twitter, the micro-blogging service.

“This is our political message and the po-
litical meaning of this flash mob — we won't
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German Chancellor Angela Merkel is greeted by US
President Barack Obama as she arrives for a welcome
ceremony at the Phipps Conservatory in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, on the first day of the G20 Summit on
Sept. 24, 2009. PHOTO: EPA
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1. heckle /hekl/ .

Z)# (diaol nan2)

BI: The president's speech was continuously interrupted by
heckling from his political opponents.
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2.ironic /ar'ranik/ adj.

FMRIEY (feng4 ci4 des)

Bl: Joseph’s tried to explain that his controversial article
about equal opportunities was supposed to be ironic.
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3.summon /'saman/ V.

BE (zhaol ji2) * B8 (chuan2 huan4)

Bl: Simon was summoned to appear in court to answer the
charges against him.
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DIOMIBOINI
SRHE

get under your skin
BREA / RRAREARS

Something that gets under your skin annoys you. In the ar-
ticle, the hecklers didn't manage to get under Angela Merkel’s
skin, as she kept her cool.

An alternative meaning of this idiom is to cause a person to
have a strong attraction for someone.

Examples: “I think it's time | looked for a new apartment
— the traffic noise is starting to get under my skin,” or “I can’t
stop thinking about that amazing guy | met last night. He’s
really got under my skin.”
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