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is the most celebrated aircraft on
earth. Its mission: to transport and
protect the president of the US. She

Air Force One

I t and almost as long as a football field.

More than a plane, Air Force One is a monument to
American know-how and pride. The presidential jet
shares the airframe of a 747, but little else. From the
wheels up, it has been re-engineered, with flight
capabilities and top-secret onboard defenses that
surpass any plane in her class. The United States Air
Force has done amazing things with this aircraft to
make sure the president is very well protected. In
a time of crisis, the plane is outfitted to serve the
commander-in-chief as an aerial bunker.
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Sept. 11 was over. But for the men and women of
the Presidential Airlift Group, there was work to do.
Air Force One was about to face action in a danger-
ous new world. Report any suspicious activity, do
not engage unless your life is threatened. Their next
mission will test security to the max. Air Force One
is headed for the most troubled region on Earth
— the Middle East. From Israel to Saudi Arabia to
Egypt, the president’s plane must be ready for any-
thing. More than the shifting sands of a troubled
region, the Middle East also harbors manmade
threats. Air Force One is ready to defend against at-
tack. Technicians climb overhead to check out one
of the plane’s strictly off-limits areas. It's the section
of the airplane that is referred to as the attic — it
runs almost the entire length of the airplane, and
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it runs over the top of all the passenger compart-
ments. It's pretty much the heart, the inner work-
ings of the airplane. Beneath the skin and hidden
from view, the plane carries an array of sensitive
and secret features: radio and radar jamming, broad
frequency antennas and sensors to track attacks
from cyberspace or heat-seeking missiles.
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If the president goes somewhere, he’s going on
Air Force One. To guarantee that the president al-
ways has a plane ready to fly, the airlift group oper-
ates not one but two jumbo jets, identical in every
detail — the primary and the backup. Wherever Air
Force One flies, its twin is always on hand — and
ready to take over. Failsafe operations start with
engineering. The plane’s jet engines are unlike any
others — not because of special technology, but
thanks to meticulous care. For security, Marine
One always flies with identical helicopters. Officially,
Air Force One is not a plane but an air traffic call
sign. Only after the president steps on board can
this military jet assume the name “Air Force One.”
R AT » BEEEE 3R » BT ERBHEX
REEREISIE LRGBS  MRER ) EERB T MATE
BEHEHEBESH  —RNEESRKE  Z—2REA -
FREE—SRREDRE - BAREE I ERET -
BEMREANTHRRIE  ZFESRERBE—E_NE
ISIE » SNERARHRMEY - MEARBULERE -

mIZERRE - EEEK—R) QOREFE B A
17 o IETVRER » ZE—RASIFERNE » MaEmeE 1Ty
IR LS'BARRER R - SREHEFET SHEIE
™ BE—R] o

Fifty-two crewmembers will make the trip,
twenty-six aboard each plane. There are flight crew,
communications, engineering, cabin crew and, of
course, security. Air Force One flies with four crew-
men: pilot, co-pilot, engineer and navigator. Air
Force One transports more than just the president.
It carries a full White House team: political and dip-
lomatic aides, military attaches and the press.
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1. bunker /banka/ n.
AR (di4 xia4 diaol bao3) »
HEE (yan2 ti3)

2. harbor /harba-/ v.
125 (huai2 you3) » B (wol cang2)

3. compartment /kem’partmant/ n.
PR (ge2 jian1)

4. antenna /&n‘tena/ n.
FTHR (tian1 xian4)

5. meticulous /ma‘tikjslss/ adj.
INNEBERY (xiao3 xin1 yi4 yi4 de5)

6. navigator /'navs,geta/ n.
BME (ing3 hang2 yuan2)
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