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80s pop tune of Japan's next PM hot in online auction
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change the tone of his country’s politics, but it is the tunes he
released two decades ago that have struck a chord with online
fans.

His pop ballad single “Take Heart — Fly, Dove of Peace,” a 1988
vinyl recorded shortly after Hatoyama was first elected to parliament,
recently sold for some ¥35,000 (NT$12,400) on the Internet, a Japanese
tabloid reported.

The title is a play on his name, which includes the word “dove,”
which can also sound like the Japanese pronunciation of the English
word “heart.”

The 62-year-old, who led his Democratic Party of Japan to a crush-
ing victory over the ruling Liberal Democratic Party last week, is to be
sworn in as prime minister on Sept. 16.

The producer of the record, a 65-year-old dentist from northern
Hokkaido island, home of Hatoyama’s constituency, said he was sur-
prised at the online auction site bidding war that broke out after the
record started at 1,000 yen.

“I never imagined that there would be a day when this tune would
come into the spotlight,” Teruaki Asanuma was quoted as saying by
Kyodo News.

The dentist said he wrote the song at Hatoyama’s request, and
that 100 copies were distributed, mostly to supporters in his political
group.

Hatoyama had originally wanted to sing a traditional Japanese tune,
but Asanuma recommended a lighter pop style reflecting Hatoyama’s
“urban flair.”

Hatoyama was “quite accustomed to singing,” Asanuma report-
edly said. (AFP)

Japan’s next prime minister, Yukio Hatoyama, may be trying to
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1.ballad /balsd/ n.

FPIER (shul qging2 gel)

B The concert ended with the singer's most popular
hit — a ballad he recorded at the beginning of his
career.
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strike a chord
SIEHtE

If something strikes a chord with someone, they
find some kind of relevance or connection between
it and their own life.

Examples: “The proposal to provide free health
care to anyone over 60 has really struck a chord
with voters,” or “Judging by the number of emails,
the show really struck a chord with viewers.”

2.urban /zbsn/ ad].

EBrHHY (dul shi4 de5)

Bl: It seems like more and more people are ready to
escape from the pressures of modern urban life.
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3.accustomed /o’kastomd/ adj.

BB (xi2 guan4 de5)

Bl I've brought my sunglasses — my eyes still aren’t
accustomed to the bright sunlight.
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