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t's the longest and mightiest of the world’s

rivers, flowing through the planet’s largest

tropical rain forest. But the colossal Amazon

basin is under siege in ways that could alter
the face of the planet, making it the scene of
one of the most important human adventures
imaginable. Join Jean-Michel Cousteau and his
team as they rediscover the Amazon of today.
Spanning 322km at its entrance, the Amazon
is the widest river in the world. Some of its flat
channels are perfect for the phenomenon
known by local people as the big roar. In wave
after wave, the pororoca — a rare instance
of water flowing upstream — pours in, up to
257km an hour, in a wall of water that can reach
7m high.
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Of the rich biodiversity found here, perhaps
no animal is more of an icon of the Amazon
than the pink river dolphin, or boto. Its vivid
pink color is a display of the male’s maturity,
something to show off like antlers of a deer.
Largest of the river dolphins, they are protected
by law. But it's the mythology that surrounds
them that has been their greatest protection.
Dolphins are part of the culture, the folklore
of the Amazonian people. They are the focus of
many legends and supernatural stories, such as
the story of the dolphin that can transform itself
into a handsome man or beautiful woman to
enchant people.

TEEMBRNLEEIREN 2D - BB HHE
SRICREVEMRLNKEE - (BEKIT - mHlEReE
REEBRNSRE » RABHA—KERBHER -
RABRKBZEERRE - BIBRWET 1L
MK R ARBVRER o KR 2 HHEE L
REBRN—ED » BRZBEIERIWBHNE -
BIRDSK RS ANE B ELRGARAL -

Created by the Brazilian government in the

late 90s, the Javari Valley indigenous reserve
protects more than 77,000km?2 for indigenous
tribes. No outsiders may enter without per-
mits. However, illegal loggers, fishermen and
hunters invade this area. And the possibility of
federal road construction through the reserve
remains an issue. An important topic is how hu-
mans are going to manage this ecosystem, and
it seems that the natives will have to be heav-
ily involved in this process. Of course, the bad
news is the native populations are going under.
Between diseases and other impacts from the
outside, they're really in trouble. The violent
land grab for cattle, lumber, gold and oil, com-
bined with the effects of diseases like malaria
and hepatitis, which remain widely untreated,
have devastated indigenous people.
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Left: A mata mata (Chelus fimbriatus) turtle
turns its neck to look at Jean-Michel Cousteau in
the Xiparina Ecological Reserve, Brazil.
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1. phenomenon /fa’nams,nan/ n.
185 (xian4 xiang4)

2. folklore /fok,lor/ n.
ERBEER (min2 jian1 chuan2 shuol)

3.enchant /in‘ffent/ v.
{BXBE (zhengl fu2) -
{PZEEE (shi3 zhao2 mo2)

4.indigenous /in‘diginas/ adj.
T (tu3 zhud debd)

5.logger /I>ga/ n.
XKL (fal mu4 gongl)

6. hepatitis /hepa‘tartis/ n.
BF3% (ganTyan2)
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Top: An emperor tama-
rin (Saguinus impera-
tor) in Los Amigos Re-
search Center, Peru.

Above: A howler mon-
key in Mamirau Re-

serve, Brazil.  PHOTOS
COURTESY OF NATIONAL GEO-
GRAPHIC CHANNEL
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