SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2009

Man builds 51-story building model with cigarette packs
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latest work is a 51-story “Building 111” model made out of tens of thousands

of empty cigarette boxes. A few days ago, he made it public as an offering
during a community religious ceremony for the Ghost Month. A foreigner even
took a picture of it and said, “In Taiwan, everything is surprising.”

Huang Shan-kun, a grandfather of nine, used to work as a goldsmith at a
jewelry store. For the past couple of years, stacking cigarette packs has been his
biggest trick to entertain his grandchildren. Whenever his neighbors have spare
cigarette packs, they always give them to him. He has made hundreds of works us-
ing more than 50,000 cigarette packs.

The newly-finished model was named “Building 111" mainly to avoid suspicion
of copying the name of Taipei 101. He had originally planned on making it 111
levels, but heavy winds and the lack of a ladder put the kibosh on the idea. Nev-
ertheless, he managed to complete 51 levels on Sunday. The gigantic model stands
two stories high and has been offered to deities and spirits. Many passers-by were
so curious that they stopped to look at it.

Huang says he studied crafts before and that he has plenty of free time. Provid-
ing he can find a suitable indoor area, he will hire a large crane and continue to
finish his “masterpiece.” (LIBERTY TIMES, TRANSLATED BY THEODORE YANG)

Q 58-year-old man has become obsessed with stacking up cigarette packs. His
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un stands on a ladder beside his 51-story “Building 111” model made out of empty cigarette packs in
last Sunday, right, and shows off his dragon boat model, below. PHOTO: HUNG JUI-CHIN, LIBERTY TIMES
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1. goldsmith /gold,smi®/ n.
&[T (in1 jiang4)
Bl I'm thinking of selling my gold chain, but | can't find a goldsmith who will offer me a good
price.

(HERBEEFTRT - YBRRBRIREEEERNERE )

2.crane /kren/ n.

REE (diao4 chel)

Bl: The construction workers decided not to erect the crane due to high winds.
(AREBAK » BET NRERNARLRE )

IDIOM POINT

put the kibosh on something
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If you put the kibosh c
ing successful. In the 3

Examples: “The
cil has put the

g you prevent it from happening or prevent it from be-
prevented Huang from building up to 111 levels.
plans to have a picnic in the park,” or “The coun-
g charges.”
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