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its appearance in a holiday photo taken by an American couple in Canada
and has gone on to become a Web sensation.

Melissa Brandts and her husband, Jackson, of Minneapolis, Minnesota, were
taking a time delay picture of themselves in front of a lake at Canada’s Banff
National Park when the squirrel jumped into the frame.

Melissa Brandts submitted the picture to National Geographic’'s “Your
Shot” photo gallery with an explanation of how the unusual picture came
about.

“We had our camera set up on some rocks and were getting ready to take
the picture when this curious little ground squirrel appeared, became intrigued
with the sound of the focusing camera and popped right into our shot!”

“A once in a lifetime moment! We were laughing about this little guy for
days!!”

The holiday photo has since gone viral on the Internet and Web sites such
as “The Squirrelizer” have sprung up in which the photo of the squirrel can be
inserted into any picture.

The squirrel even has its own page on Facebook created by Melissa Brandts

with more than 2,000 members at last count. (AFP)

There’s a squirrel popping up all over the Internet. The rodent first made
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Bl After submitting his resume, Josh realized he'd forgotten to include his contact
details.
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#i: Sandra’s teacher refused to accept her explanation for arriving late to class.
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Bl: Ruth’s shot of the Eiffel Tower was ruined by a passer-by walking in front of the
camera.
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Top: This undated photo courtesy of NationalGeographic.com shows a squirrel looking at the
camera, with Melissa Brandts, left, and her husband Jackson in the background, in Banff National
Park, Canada. PHOTO: NATIONALGEOGRAPHIC.COM/MELISSA BRANDTS
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go viral
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If something goes viral, it is shared on the Internet by a large number of Web us-

ers. The expression is usually used with regards to videos, music and jokes.

Examples: “Simon was horrified to discover that a video of him dancing had gone

viral,” or “After the video went viral, visitors to our site quadrupled overnight.”
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