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Monkey mimicry: How to win friends and influence primates
FbRERER « ACREAS B I M

mitating others has long been seen as a useful way to explore the

world — monkey see, monkey do — but imitation could also

make monkeys popular, a study has found.

Experts examining the habits of capuchins have discovered mon-
keys build closer bonds with human playmates who mimic their be-
havior than with those who do not.

In the study some monkeys were exposed to researchers who
imitated their behavior with a small ball; others were paired with re-
searchers whose actions did not.

“After the imitation sequence, the monkeys consistently spent
more time near the investigator who imitated them than with the
investigator who did not,” the researchers said.

And the same may be true for humans, according to the group’s
findings, published in the Aug. 14 edition of the journal Science.

“Human beings prefer the behavior of other people who subtly imi-
tate their behavior and other affects,” said Duane Alexander, a senior
expert at the US National Institutes of Health (NIH), where part of the
study was carried out.

While humans often assume the body postures, mannerisms
or gestures of people they meet although neither party tends to be
aware of the imitation, it nonetheless promotes social links, the re-
searchers found.

It is hoped the findings “may lead to insights into disorders in
which imitation and bonding is impaired such as certain forms of
autism,” explained Alexander.

The study was carried out by researchers at the NIH, the Italian Na-
tional Research Council and the University of Parma. (AFP)
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monkey see, monkey do

BREK

1. imitation /1ma'tefon/ n.

&5 (mo2 fang3)

#l: Jerry came back from Thailand with an imitation
designer watch.

Monkey see, monkey do refers to
(BBRIEREFHD ST —E2REMNHER -

when people learn how to do something
without really understanding how or why
it works. The saying might also be used
to describe the way children copy adult
behavior, without understanding the
consequences.

2.sequence /'sikwans/ n.
—3E88B (yi4 lian2 chuan4) » EH8FRB (lian2 xu4 jing4 tou2)
#: The funniest parts of the movie occurred in a short
sequence at the beginning.
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3. mannerism /manarzm/ n.

Top: Golden-bellied Capuchi
Center: Seven-year-old female

Above: Capuchin monkeys living i
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