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aseball is back in fashion and
Bsouvenirs of each team are sell-

ing like hotcakes while sports
equipment retailers are promoting
autographed gloves and other custom-
ized goods.

When a major baseball bribery
scandal was discovered a few years ago,
many players were found to have given
games away. This disappointed many
fans who no longer wanted to buy tick-
ets to games. With the sharp drop in
audiences, business dropped for shops
close to the arenas, who had a hard
time.

However, these sentiments seem to
have disappeared, and according to
Taipei County Sports Office statistics,
each match at the Hsinchuang Stadium
during the first half of this year was
watched by between 2,000 and 3,000
people, twice the number during the
same period last year. Baseball fever is
back again.

Hsu Chen-hu, manager of the New
Sun Sports Equipment, says the most
direct proof is that the store’s sale of
souvenirs and merchandise for each
team is increasing. There are currently
four professional baseball teams left,
and the biggest draw remains the same
as in the past — the battle between the
Elephants and the Lions, or Brother El-
ephants against Uni-President Lions. In
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particular, as soon as the Elephants en-
ter the pitch, cheering sticks, souvenir
T-shirts and other merchandise sell fast.
Recently, however, the number of Sinon
Bulls fans has also been on the rise.

In addition to team souvenirs, cus-
tomized merchandise is also very popu-
lar. Hsu says people today like to be
different from everyone else and want
things that highlight their individual
style. Fans of Brother Elephants’ Peng
Cheng-wen, for example, may want a
T-shirt with the text “I Love Chia-chia” or
a T-shirt with a photograph with them-
selves and Peng on. Hsu can sell several
hundred of such customized T-shirts
every month.

Hsu, who is closing in on 40, is a
typical baseball fan. With a unique eye
for investment, he has collected a lot
of Wang Chien-ming merchandise, and
although Wang has not performed too
well recently, Hsu, who follows the stock
investor’'s advice to buy low, thinks there
still is much room for value to go up.

Hsu believes Wang merchandise has
a lot of collector potential. Regardless
of his performance, he has helped Tai-
wan create a glorious record in US base-
ball history that no one will be able
to repeat in the short term. Collecting
merchandise is therefore also a kind of
psychological support.

(LIBERTY TIMES, TRANSLATED BY PERRY SVENSSON)
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Top: Fans of Brother Elephants and Uni-President Lions wave their cheering sticks at a match on Oct. 30 last year.

PHOTO: LIU HSIN-DE, LIBERTY TIMES
Above: Hsu Chen-hu holds up a Wang Chien-ming figure in this photo taken on July 1. Hsu supports Wang and believes that
there is a good chance that his Wang souvenirs will increase in value in future. PHOTO: KUO YEN-HUI, LIBERTY TIMES
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1. bribery /bratbery n.
1788 (xing2 hui4)

Bl: Several high-level officials are being questioned over bribery allegations.
B2 ERSISEIRMERISH )

2. merchandise /mstfan,daiz/ n.
352 (shang1 pin3)

Bl: The shopkeeper was ﬁned for selling counterfeit goods.
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3.investment /in‘vestmant/ n.
B2E (tou2 zi1)

Bl 1 have no idea why Sally thought her car would be a good investment.
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sell like hotcakes

If something is selling like hotcakes, it’s selling very fast. According to the article, base-
ball souvenirs have sold very well in recent months.

Examples: “While we struggled to sell cola, the homemade lemonade sold like hot-
cakes,” or “Despite selling like hotcakes in the opening days of the sale, after a few weeks
very few people were buying the T-shirts.”
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