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Sparrow builds a nest and lays eggs in a car engine
i EL R s MR

hen Chen Chien-sheng, owner of the Shun Fa
Wautomobile repair workshop in Putzu City of

Chiayi County lifted up the engine hood of his
client Wu Yi-sheng’s Mazda to carry out maintenance,
Chen was surprised to see a sparrow’s nest with nine eggs
hidden inside the car’s air filter.

Chen said that he has seen many strange things in his
more than 20 years in car maintenance including a wom-
an's singlet in an air conditioning vent as well as rat nests
and cockroach nests. However, this was the first time he
had come across a bird’s nest. Judging from the amount
of grass and branches in the nest, it had probably been
in the car for longer than three months.

The car’s owner, Wu, was not surprised when he found
out because a sparrow’s nest had been found in the car
six months earlier when his car was undergoing mainte-
nance at another garage.

Chen said that the sparrow flew into the air filter
through the car’s L-shaped grills. Because Wu parked his
car in the same place all the time and did not drive his
car that much, it was easier for the sparrow to fly through
the car’s air grills into the air filter plate and set up a nest
with grass and twigs. However, when the vigilant spar-
row got a sense that the car was about to start up, it flew
away, escaping the high heat of the engine but leaving all
the eggs behind to be scrambled.

Chen said the sparrow’s nest in the car’s engine would
not affect driving safety, but that because fuel injection
engines use wind to control the amount of petrol used,
once the air filter plate was filled by the sparrow’s nest,
petrol consumption increased by about 20 percent.

While Wu did not mind sharing his car with the spar-
row, when he heard that the sparrow would cause him
to consume more petrol, he decided to get Chen to
install a block in the air grills and say goodbye to the
sparrow. (LIBERTY TIMES, TRANSLATED BY DREW CAMERON)

In these undated photos a mechanic points to the sparrow nest inside the engine, above, and car owner Wu Yi-sheng holds the nest, bottom left.
PHOTOS: TSAI TSUNG-HSUN, LIBERTY TIMES
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1. maintenance /mentanans/ n.

5.install /in‘stol/ v.
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Bl: The plane is currently undergoing its monthly maintenance.
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n.

#: Walter broke his leg when a branch snapped, causing him to fall out of the tree.
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3.vigilant /vidsslont/ adj.

Bl: Passengers were reminded to stay vigilant following a series of bomb scares.
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4. consume /ken'sjum/ v.

Bl: A good way to save money is to buy a car that consumes gas more efficiently.
(E—WMBHBEEBIETIE )

ided to install a new air conditioner in his kitchen.
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